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FOREWORD 



This book is a companion-volume to the earlier publication entitled 
Hymns from Guru Granth Sahib. 

The seventy hymns selected have been thoughtfully arranged 
under different sections-on God, the Holy Name, False Religion, Transitory 
World, Universal Brotherhood , the Khalsa, Yoga, Supplication and about 
Himself. The compositions on God cover both His positive and negative 
aspects. Hypocrisy and ritual are exposed under the heading of False 
Religion. The hymns on the Transitory World and the Holy Name 
respectively show the contrast between the ephemeral and the perma- 
nent. The hymns on Universal Brotherhood emphasise the egalitarian 
aspects of the Guru's philosophy. The hymns on Yoga show how the 
Guru's Sahaj-Yoga differs from the traditional Yoga. The hymns on the 
Khalsa sum up the characteristics of the ideal man and the Guru's 
appreciation of His devotees. The last section containing extracts from 
Bachitra Natak and Zafar-Namah - both autobiographical hymns throw 
light on the Guru's mission and his willingness to pay any price for the 
vindication of Truth, Freedom and Justice. 

The editor has covered all the aspects of the Tenth Guru's per- 
sonality and teaching. Some of the hymns in this collection are quite 
popular and are sung in Sikh institutions and congregations. 

These hymns throw light mainly on the two aspects of the Guru's 
character. He was not only a Prophet but also a saint-warrior. Though 
his heart was full of the milk of human kindness, he wielded the sword 
fearlessly to uproot the tyrant and the wicked. He firmly believed that 
there is a moral order in the universe, where Good must prevail over Evil 
in the end. 

I feel confident that the book will be a source of great enlighten- 
ment and edification to the readers. It meets a long-felt need and will be 
welcomed by the English-knowing people. 



Baisakhi Day Gurdial Singh Dhilton 

1 3th April, 1 980 Formerly, Director 

Guru Harkrishan Public School 
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi 
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION 



HYMNS FROM THE DASAM GRANTH contains seventy hymns 
of the tenth Guru. Each hymn is reproduced in the original Punjabi text 
and underneath is the transliteration in Roman-English, for the benefit of 
those who cannot read Punjabi. On the opposite page is the English 
translation, line by line. In the foot-note, I have given annotations on 
difficult words and concepts. 

The Dasam Granth edition in the Punjabi script available in the 
market, contains 1428 pages. The compositions are in Brij Bhasha, 
Hindi, Punjabi and Persian languages, and are printed in the following 
order. 

Jaap, Akal Ustat, Bachitra Natak, Chandi Charitar I & II, Chandi 
Ki Var, Gian Prabodh,Chaubis Avtar, Shabad Hazare, Savaiye, Khalsa 
Mehma, Shastra Nam Mala, Triya Charitra, Zafar Namah and Hikayat. 

The Dasam Granth was compiled by Bhai Mani Singh on the 
instructions of Guru Gobind Singh's widow - Mata Sundri in 1711. 
Scholars have not agreed that all the compositions of the Dasam Granth 
are from the pen of the Tenth Guru. However, the Sikh Panth has 
accepted the entire Dasam Granth as the work of Guru Gobind Singh. 

The present work hfcs been arranged under various headings : 
God, Holy Name, False Religion, Transitory World, Universal Brothertxxxi, 
the Khalsa, Yoga and Autobiographical. Suitable hymns have been 
presented to throw light on the above themes. The Tenth Guru exposed 
the hollowness and futility of ritual, Yogic penance and hypocrisy. On 
the other hand, he valued the Brotherhood of man, Meditation on the 
Holy Name, Sacrifice for the preservation of Truth and Justice, and living 
according to the ideal of the Khalsa. His values have stood the test of 
time and provide a basis for the progressive survival of mankind. 

An introduction to the Dasam Granth has been added. The author 
acknowledges his debt to the translations of Dr. Gopal Singh, Bhai Jodha 
Singh and annotations of Bhai Randhir Singh. 

London Gobind Singh Mansukhani 

April 1988 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DASAM GRANTH 



The Dasam Qranth is the second Holy Book of the Sikhs. There 
are three versions of the work, namely : Bhai Mani Singh's Bir, Patna 
Sahib Bir and Sangrur Bir. Giani Kartar Singh has mentioned nine litho- 
graphic and printed editions. The most acceptable edition is the Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib Ji Dasam Patshahi, published by Munshi Gulab Singh & 
Sons, Lahore, in Sambat Guru Nanak444 (1913 A.D). This edition has 
1 399 pages of 1 9 lines each. The popular printed edition available today 
has 1428 pages. The total number of verses is 1 7,155. 

Its Contents 

Jap Sahib : This contains 1 99 verses which praise the attributes 
of God. More than 900 names have been used for the Lord; some are 
positive, others are negative. For example, the first quotation contains 
both positive and negative aspects of God, while the second contains 
only negative ones: 

(i) "I salute that God who is Unborn: 

I salute that Lord who is most Beautiful," (21) 

(ii) Formless, Peerless, Beginningless, Birthless, 
Bodyless, Colourless, Desireless, Dauntless." (30) 

Akal Ustat : This is one of the finest works of the Tenth Guru. The 
title "Akal Ustat" means "Praise of the Immortal Lord. " Here, the Guru 
uses new names for God like Sarabloh (All-steel), Sarab-kal (All-death), 
Kharag-ketu (with a banner decorated by the imprint of the sword). This 
God is the embodiment of fearlessness and courage. The Guru rejects 
the idea of any chosen people, that is any group being favoured by the 
Lord - the Jews, the Muslims, the Christians. The Akal Ustat includes 
Ten Swayyas found in the Nitnem. The Guru rejected idol-worship and 
also the traditional marks of symbols of holiness. He emphasised 
repeatedly the brotherhood of man and the need for serving our fellow- 
men . 

Bachitra Natak : The title means The wonderful drama', it is a 
'Drama of Life'. It includes details of the Guru's life and wonderful per- 
formances of legendary deities and popular heroes. The Guru begins 
the work with an invocation to "The Sword"- one of his Symbols for 
God. 

Chandi Charitra : This details of battles of Chandi with various 
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demons. Apart from the standard version of Chandi in Bachitra Natak 
which is based on Bhagwat Puran, there are two other versions in Hindi, 
based on Markande Puran. 

Chandi-dhvar : Also called Var Sri Bhagauti Ji Ki is in Punjabi 
and contains 55 verses. It is regarded as the first Var of its kind in 
Punjabi. 

Gian Prabodh : This contains stories from the Mahabharata and 
also some pithy sayings and aphorisms. It is a book of practical wisdom, 
explaining the essence of Raj-Dharam (political morality), Dan-Dharam 
(the principles of charity), Bhog- Dharam (the principles of family-life), 
and Moksh-Dharam (the code for salvation). 

Chaubis Avtar : Though technically a part of Bachitra Natak, it is 
also treated as an independent composition. Here are given the 24 in- 
carnations of the Hindu god Vishnu. There is also a supplement called 
Mehdi-Mir-Badh, which gives an account of the Saviours who came to 
uphold truth and justice. 

Brahma Avtar : Like Chaubis Avtar, but dealing with the seven 
incarnations of Brahma followed by descriptions of eight kings. It 
contains 343 verses. 

Rudra Avtar : Deals with the two incarnations of Indra, namely as 
Datta Avtar and Paras Nath Avtar. 

Shabad Patshashi Dasvee : This is a collection of ten hymns 
(Shabads,also called Shabad Hazare) . They are for singing in the classi- 
cal raga indicated for each Shabad. They deal with the futility of 
asceticism, idolatry and attachment. One hymn in the Kfraya/tells us of 
the Guru's condition after escape from Chamkaur to the Machhiwara 
jungle. In this, Guru declares his faith in the essentiality of God, to care 
for the Children. 

Sri Mukh Vak Swayyas : These are 32 quatrains on God and 
current religious practices. The Guru rejects the ritual and hypocrisy of 
all priestly classes. 

Khalsa Mehma : These are verses in praise of the Khalsa broth- 
erhood. 

Pakhyan Charitra or Charito-pakhyan : These are 404 stories in 
verse, illustrating the noble and wicked sides of life. Some deal with 
bad women, some with their virtue and valour. The total number of 
verses is 7558. 

SriShastra Nam Mala : This is a list of armaments, and deeds of 
those who used them well. The names of the weapons are spelt in the 
form of riddles. 
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Zafar-Nama : It is actually the reply of Guru Gobind Singh to 
Aurangzeb's letter to the Guru to meet him at the Moghul Court. It is 
written in Persian verse and in two parts, the first being an invocation to 
God to seek His blessing, and the second, the actual reply to Aurangzeb. 
The Guru gives a fair criticism of the emperor, mentioning both his good 
and bad qualities. The Guru emphasised the moral law that all who are 
hypocritical and violent will eventually get their just punishment, for the 
wheel of providence grinds slowly and exceedingly small. 

Hikayat : These are eleven stories in Persian verse, each with a 
moral lesson. Some of the stories are the same as in Pakhyan Charitra. 
These stories begin with the praise of God. 

The Dasam Granth was primarily compiled to awaken heroic 
sentiments among the Sikhs so as to enable them to fight against politi- 
cal injustice and religious intolerance. The influence of Hindu theology, 
history, mythology, philosophy and literature on Guru Gobind Singh is 
quite evident. The book also serves as a reference work on all classical 
allusions found in the Adi Granth. It has therefore an important place in 
Sikh literature and theology. 

The compositions of the Dasam Granth may be divided into two 
main categories : 

(i) Devotional Poetry : like Jaap, Akal Ustat, Benati Chaupai, 
Shabad Hazare, etc. 

(ii) Heroic Poetry : like Chaubis Avtar, Bachitra Natak, Chandi-di- 
Var,etc. 

Devotional Poetry : Apart from the praises of God which include 
more than a hundred positive attributes of Him in the Jaap, the 
Guru dwells on the negative and destructive aspects of God. 
Weaponry or warfare is the way in which He punishes the wicked 
and the unjust. The Martial God is All-steel, the Holder of the 
Sword, the User of the Bow and the Arrow. The Guru emphasises 
too the efficacy of the Holy Name. He says : 

"Repeat God's Name, establish God's Name in your heart : 

Do obeisance to the Lord and repeat His Name." 

As a saint- soldier, Guru Gobind Singh declared his mission in 
the following words : 
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"I assumed birth for the purpose of spreading the Faith, Protect- 
ing the saints and extirpating all tyrants." 

"When all peaceful methods fail, 

It is righteous to draw the sword. " 

"Knowing me to be His slave, God has aided me. 

He has taken me by His hand and saved me." 

In ChandhdhVar, the Guru has emphasised the role of the sword 
wielded by Rama, Krishna and Durga, for the defeat of evil forces. 

In KrishanAvtar, Guru Gobind Singh has expressly, mentioned 
the objective of his poetry thus : "I have rendered in the Tenth 
Chapter of the Bhagwat, with no other purpose than to arouse 
desire and zeal for waging a holy war, a righteous vindication of 
the Lord." The Guru wanted to acquaint the Sikhs with the 
Indian religious lore and to rouse their conscience against tyranny 
and injustice, as also to remove their sloth, frustration and 
cowardice. 

Courage and Victory, are the Guru's watchwords. He says : 

"Even if a low coward hears the ballad (of Chandi), he will be 
thrilled with the love of war and offer himself for fight in battle." 

The Guru's praise of the sword is in fact his praise of God. Just 
as the sword subdues enemies, so does God defeat the wicked. In this 
sense, Sword is God, and God is Sword. 



Music 

The following Ragas and Raginis are indicated in the compositions 
noted below The number of hymns is mentioned in small brackets. 



1. 


Bilaval 


[Rag] Shabad Hazare(1) 




2. 


Devgandhari 


[Ragini] 


(2) and Paras Nath (2) 


3. 


Kalyan 


[Ragini] " " 


(D 


(1) 


4. 


Khayal 


[Style] 


d) 




5. 


Ramkali 


[Ragini] " " 


(3) 


(2) 


6. 


Sorath 


[Rag] " " 


(1) 


(12) 


7. 


Tilang-Kafi 


[Mixed] 


(D 


it 
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8. Adana 


[Rag] ... 


H 


(D 


9. Basant 


[Rag] ... 


II 

• . • 


(D 


10. Bhairav 


[Rag] ... 


II 

• • • 


(1) 


11. Dhanasri 


[Ragini] 


II 


(1) 


12. Gauri 


[Ragini] 


N 

• # • 


(2) 


13. Kafi 


[Ragini] 


II 

• • * 


(5) 


14. Kedara 


[Rag] ... 


H 


(1) 


15. Mara 


[Rag] ... 


H 


(3) 


16. Paraj 


[Ragini] 


H 


(3) 


17. Sarang 


[Rag] ... 


II 


(6) 


18. Suhi 


[Ragini] 


n 


(3) 


19. Tilang 


[Rag] ... 


H 

■ • ■ 


(D 



The musical notes are at times martial, at times peaceful and 
soothing. We have both secular and sacred music in this Granth. The 
poet and the singer in the Tenth Guru join hands together to offer beautiful 
pictures and patterns in melody. 

Diction 



Guru Gobind Singh used Punjabi, Brij, Arabic and Persian words 
which suited the theme and the mood. Sanskrit words dominate the 
devotional compositions. Sometimes he used words from dialects like 
Dingal (Rajasthan) and Avadhi (Patna). As a conscientious artist in words, 
his semantic diversity is amazing. Onomatopoeic words and rhythmic 
syllables are found in plenty, as for instance, the cawing of the crows - 
Kah Kah su Kookat Kan Kiyan. 

The importance of the Dasam Granth is three-fold. Firstly, it is a 
source of material on the life and work of Guru Gobind Singh, particu - 
larly the two autobiographical compositions-Sac/vfra Natak and Zafar 
Nama. Historians have drawn largely on these poems for their authenticity. 
Secondly, it is a treasury of lyrical poetry, portrait-painting, heroic and 
narrative poetry. Thirdly, it is a collection of literature in Brij Bhasha, 
Punjabi and Persian, belonging to the later medieval India. It also offers 
a glimpse into ancient Indian history, folklore and culture. It is a panorama 
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of thousands of years of Indian tradition and civilisation-the procession 
of princes and paupers, the learned and the ignorant passing on the 
stage in strange costumes, exhibiting the frailties and inhibitions of mortal 
man. 

Guru Gobind Singh was a prolific poet. At Paonta Sahib, where 
most of his literary activity took place, he employed 52 poets who worked 
for him in creative writing and translation. Being occupied by his wars 
with the hill-chiefs, the Moghul emperor and local governors, he had no 
time to compile a book of his own compositions. Later, when some one 
suggested that he include some of his own hymns in the Adi Granth, he 
rejected the suggestion, saying that his compositions were not his serious 
work, that he was merely experimenting with poetry and music, this 
humility being responsible for the non-incorporation of his hymns in that 
Scripture. 

Mata Sundri, the widow of Guru Gobind Singh once asked Bhai 
Mani Singh to compile a volume of the Guru's poetry. She handed over 
to him all the copies she possessed of his poems. Bhai Mani Singh 
also collected copies from others. Bhai Mani Singh, who was a relative 
and had been a close companion of the Guru, spent many years sifting 
the materials and finally compiled a volume known as The Granth of 
the Tenth Master or the "Dasam Granth", in 1 721 . 

The Dasam Granth embodies the philosophy and mission of 
Guru Gobind Singh. The Guru's philosophy has both positive and negative 
aspects. On the positive side, it declares the supremacy of God and 
His moral law. He uses, the power of the sword against the negative 
forces, of tyranny, violence and bigotry. His heroic poetry is meant to 
inspire, not to entertain. It is a poetry of higher ethics, aesthetically 
fulfilling and spiritually gratifying. Above all, it gives a clear picture of 
the real world, without any gloss or blackening. In the opening scene of 
Hussaini Jung (1 695), his words are like the blows of a hammer: 

"Goaded by the tumultuous booming of drums, 

The doughty warrbrs gave a thunderous roar. 

They jumped and leapt with their zeal afire and all intent. 

As they plied their weapons with great excitement, inflicting 

grievous wounds." (Bachitra Natak) 

On the other hand, the Guru's caustic criticism of meaningless 
ritual, greed and hypocrisy of so-called holy men; is vivid and compelling. 
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There is both imagery and resonance - an aesthetic vibration, 
which goes far beyond the literal meaning of words. 

The heroic strain-B/r rasa - end in the tranquility of the Shant 
rasa (feeling of peace). The Guru's insight into the psychology of lovers 
in the portrayal of Radha's mind bypasses the traditional erotic detail. 
"Man's nature has an exterior world and also an interior world that lies 
within him. With his outer or conscious personality, man deals with the 
empirical world, with his inner personality, he struggles with the prob- 
lems of his own individuality; few men know more than a few fragments 
of their inner world which is the unconscious, or of lying in the darkness 
of unknowing. The unconscious part of human nature is the source and 
origin of the conscious, of all created things and manifestations, even of 
creation." 

Guru Gobind Singh was a fine singer and musicologist. He used 
new ragas like Adana, Kaf/and Paraj, which were not included in the Adi 
Granth. His use of K/?aya/was also an addition to Sikh Sacred Music. 
The Guru patronised musicians. Buddhu and Saddu who were rababis 
sang the Asa-di-var in his court. He used poetry for both secular and 
spiritual purposes. His heroic poetry was intended to end the traditional 
concept of non-violence - Ahimsa - then forced on people by both king 
and priest. Now the voice of conscience should inspire people to fight 
for freedom and justice. His devotional poetry was intended to inspire 
the people for spiritual attainment. One writer has remarked: 

"He gave us musical form that was martial and hymnal, sacred 
and secular, simple and complex. In him, we find a saint singing spiritual 
songs, a soldier listening to martial music, a householder singing of the 
virtue, of leading good life and of a painter creating wonderful sound 
pictures in music." 

Finally, as the bulk of Guru Gobind Singh's poetry in the Dasam 
Granth is in Brij-bhasha, he is considered as a great poet not only in 
Hindi literature but also for his achievements in Punjabi and Persian 
poetry. 
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HYMNS 

From 

THE DASAM GRANTH 



1. wuw 

^H^TW^^^^raW?™ dd<Sd HHfclR II 
1 . JAAP* 

Sri Mukhwak Patshahee Dasvae, Chhapai Chhand,Tav Prasaad 

Chakr Chihan ar baran jaat ar paat nahin jih, 
Roop rung ar rekh bhekh kou kah na sakat kih, 
Achal moorat anubhav prakaas amitoj kahijai, 
Kot Indra Indraan Saah Saahaan ganijai, 
Tribhavan maheep sur nar asur, 
net net ban trin kahat, 

Tav sarab naam kathai kavan karam Naam barnat sumat . (1 ) 



* Where "aa" is used, it should be pronounced as W as in father. 
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SECTION I 
GOD 

1 . Jaap 

God hath no mark, feature, sect, caste or sub-caste. 

No one can say about his appearance, colour, figure and dress. 

God is eternal, self-illumined and omnipotent. 

He is greater than millions of Indras 1 and is considered the King of kings. 

He is the Lord of the three worlds of gods, men and demons; 

The woods and the plants proclaim his infinitude 

None can count all His Names; the wise can call 

Him by His doings. (1)* 



1 . Indra is the King of Heaven, also god of rain. 

* The number at the bottom of each page of this book refers to the page 
of the Dasam Granth edition which consists of 1428 pages. 
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2. try 1 1 

w&ft ife 1 1 3 1 1 

U^Wl X?^ttl »f5TTR 1 1 511 tfM II 

^X ^X .^ra^i 3X ^X uh^i 

«X 3^ ^ I ^X €5[ TP^II II tf£ 1 1 
^X I ^X ^X ¥^3tll 

^X ^X ^ i ^X ^ i r i \£d i i 
^X ^X irT ^ 1 "^X ^X "^ii 

^X *X H 17 ^ 1 *X *X id'A^ 1 13 I Itft 1 1 

2. JAAP 

Chachri Chand.Tav Prasaad 

Gobinday, Mukanday, Udaray, apaaray, 94 
Hareean, Karaean, Nirnaamay, akaamay. 95 
Bhujang Prayat Chhand 

Chatra, Ckakra Kartaa, chatra chakra hartaa, 
Chatra, ckakra daanay, chatra chakra jaanay 96 
Chatra, chakra vartee, chatra chakra bhartee, 
Chatra, chakra paalay, chatra chakra kaalay 97 
Chatra chakra paasay, Chatra chakra vaasay 
Chatra chakra maaniyai, chatra chakra daaniyai, 98 
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2. JAAP 

Chachri ChhandTav Prasaad 

The Master of the earth. Liberator. Compassionate. Infinite. 94 

The Destroyer. The Doer. Without a name. Without desire. 95 

Bhujang PrayatChhand 

He is the Creator of four directions and also the Destroyer, 

Who is Compassionate in all directions, and whom every side 

acknowledges (as its own). 96 



Who directs and fills all directions, and projects and sustains all, and 
then destroys all. 97 

Who is present on all sides, who exists in every corner, whom everyone 
acknowledges and who gives to ail. 98 
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3. tTnjn 

>rf^l »n£ I M# I »f#m IHttf II 
»Tf I »Tff I MTTTT I W^TH I 13 I R tfo 1 1 

i >w#tt i I >h^V 1 13 1 r tf <* 1 1 
nrsrei fe»rai >H^tfi w#*rii8 iRtfpn 
wwi »r t hi »rarui m^tiw iRtf3ii 

I I >H^t I »0?^t I Id I Rtf 8 1 1 

St BTBtl ?> 3ut I ftf I S tSlDIRtfMII 

wsratf i >*¥u>? i »rat#i >H^nt intfd ii 

3. JAAP 

EkAchhariChhand 

Ajai, Alai. Abhai, Abai. 189 
Abhoo, Ajoo, Anaas, Akaas. 190 
Aganj, Abhanj, Alakh, Abhakh.191 
Akaal, Dayaal, Alekh, Abhekh.192 
Anaam, Akaam, Agaah, Adhah.193 
Anaathay, Parmaathay, Ajoni, Amoni.194 
Na raagay, na rangay, na roopay, na rekhay.195 
Akarmang, Abbaramang, Aganjay, Alaykhay 196 
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3. JAAP 

EkAchhri Chhand 

Unborn. Undying. 

Of fear free. Ever the same, 1 89 

Not cast into the womb, 
Nor destroyed ever, 

(Who vaults, all over, like) the sky. 190 



Unbreakable. Unpierceable. 
Unknowable. Undissolved. 191 



Beyond Time. Compassionate. 
Unaccountable. Without a garb. 1 92 



Without a name. W thout desire. 
Profound and Uncoroded. 193 



Not dependent , the Destroyer of all. 
Subject neither to transmigration, 
Nor to silence. 194 



Uninvolved, without colour, 
Without form, without sign. 195 



Unaffected by deeds. Without doubt. 
Unaccountable, and Indestructible, 196. 
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4. trnj 

?7HH^"q?^HHH^"q^-|| 

^frvf "BT^I»? 3f^tH5? B^fhR I Rift II 
^^"^B^^^iar^ll 
THUsI^ Hddtd' HOT 1 1 

H^*^TlaT>H#aTfai3ii e itft5 11 



4. JAAP 

Bhujang Prayaat Chhand 

Namastul pranaamay, samastul pranaasay 

Aganjul anaamay, samastul nivaasay, 

Nirkaamang bibhootay, samastul saroopay, 

Kukarmang pranaasi; su dharmang bibhootay 1 97 

Sada Sachidaanand satrang pranaasee. 

Karimul kuninda samastul nivaasee. 

Ajaib bibhootay gajaib ganimay, 

Hariang Kariang Karimul rahimay. 1 98 

Chatr chakr vartee chatr chakr bhugtay, 

Suyambhav subhang sarabdaa sarab jugtay, 

Dukaalang pranaase dyaalang saroopay 

Sadaa ang sangay abhangang bibhootay 1 99 (1 0) 
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4. JAAP 



Bhujang Prayaat Chhand 

1 bow to the Honourable Lord; I bow to the All-Destroyer. 

You are beyond treasure and name, You pervade in all places. 

You are desireless in Your glory and present in everything. 

You are the Destroyer of sins; Your righteous 

Law? controls everything. (197) 

You are truth and Bliss and the Scourge of enemies, 

The Bestower of blessings who resides in every being. 

Your glory is wonderful; You are the Destroyer of tyrants. 

You can annihilate and create; You are benevolent and compassion- 

ate.(198) 

You pervade in all directions, You enjoy the things of the universe. 
You are self-illumined, beautiful and present in all beings. 
You are the Destroyer of the pain of birth and death and you are the 
personification of compassion. 

You are ever present within us. Your Essence is indestructible (1 99) (1 0) 



1. The Divine Law or Hukam controls all creation. 
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5. OHdPd U'PdH'Jl 1 1 



HOTora tft oft ~dfinW UK I 

HOT Tft FT? 1 Uffe^ UH f> I Rl I 



5. Akaal Ustat Patshaahi Dasvee 

Akaal purakh kee rachhaa hum nai, 
Sarab loh kee rachhaa hum nai, 
Sarab kaal ji ki rachhia hum nai 
Sarab loh ji di sadaa rachhia hum nai 

Tav Parsaad Chaupai 

Pranavo aad ekankaaraa, 
Jal thai maheeal keo pasaaraa, 
Aad purakh abgat abnaasi, 
Lok chatra das jot prakaasi. 1 
Hast keet kay beech samaanaa 
Raav runkjah iksar jaanaa. 
Advai alakh purakh abgaamee 
Sabh ghat ghat kay antarjaamee. 2 
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5. Akal Ustat Patshahi Dasvee. 

My only Refuge is my God, the Timeless Being. 
Who is All-steel, All-death, All-power, 
May He protect me ! 

Tav Prasaad Chaupai 

I bow to the Primal God, 

Who pervades the earth, the waters and the interspace. 
The First Person, Absolute and Deathless, 
Whose light is manifest in the fourteen spheres. 1 



He is as much in the eJephant as in the ant. 
He looks upon the rich and the poor alike. 
Unique, Unknowable, not torn by Doubt, 
And the Inner-knower of all hearts is He. 2 
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6. »foTO QHdPd 1 1 ^ XjEPfc" I #g 

u3t i u# i §3 i ^ u^t I IMS 1 1 
fciTcJ u^t" i gr^ u3t i fe3 u^t i 7ft i m3 i i 
^ i ^jt i frn-ft i i im3 1 1 

>H^f U# I Mttf U^t | >tf^tf U# I >X^r UdtlIMB It 
> HoT r S' TJcfl" I Wi 7 ^ ZT^t I Ucft I >H^T Ucft I IMM 1 1 

>H^U# I >H>^^t I HttT 7J$ I »f^[^ I M£ II 

6. Akaal UstatTav Prasaad, Laghunraj Chhand 

Jalay Hari, thhalay Hari; Uray Hari, banay Hari ; 51 
Giray Hari, Gufay Hari ; Chhitay Hari, nabhay Hari ; 52 
Eehaa Hari, Oohaa Hari ; Zimee Hari, zamaa Hari ; 53 
Alekh Hari, Abhekh Hari ; Adokh Hari, adwekh Hari ; 54 
Akaal Hari, apaal Hari ; Achhed Hari, Abhed Hari ; 55 
Ajantra Hari, Amantra Hari ; Sutej Hari, Atantra Hari ; 56. 



6. Akaal UstatTav Prasaad Laghunraj Chhand 

God is in the waters and upon the earth, 
In the heart as in the forest. 51 



Over the high mountains as in the deep caves, 
Across the skies, as upon land. 52 



Here, as well as there, 

In the world, as in the yond. 53 



Unaccountable and without a garb, 
Not subject to pain, 
and the enemy of no one ! 54 



Above Time. Unsustained (by another), 
Unpierceable and Mysterious. 55 



Not attained through charms, or verbal formulas or diagrams. 1 
He is the Most Magnificent Splendour. 56 



1 . Religious magicians apply these tricks to rob the gullible. 
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7. sflJHTfeHt^ll 
(>XoJTW QHdPd) 

■Lto tr tie ft ft ft ^5 3 T^ft ^ran 1 1 



7. Tav Prasaad Savaiye (Akaal Ustat) 

Dinan kee pritpaal karay nit sant ubaar ganeeman gaaray. 
Pachh pasoo nug naag naradhipsarab samay subh ko pritpaaray. 
Pokhat hai jal mai thai mai pal mai kal kay nahi karam beechaaray. 
Din dayal daya nidh dokhan dekhat hai pur det na haaray. 1 (34) 
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7. Tav Prasaad Savaiye (Akaal Ustat) 

God always looks after the weak, destroys foes and protects the saints. 

God at all times takes care of all including birds, beasts, mountains, 
snakes and kings. 

God cherishes all living beings in the sea and on the land and does not 
reflect on their evil deeds. 

God is benevolent to the poor and is an ocean of compassion; 

He sees the sins of the recipients, but does not cease bestowing gifts 
on them. (34) 
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8. >HoTO" QHdTd 1 1 



3^ # MU^, PAd'U'd H^t»f3" I RM.9 1 1 
a. Akaal Ustat 

Kelay Indra duar, ketay Brahmaa mukhchaar, 
Ketay Krishnaa avtaar, Ketay Raam kaheeat hai, 
Ketay sas raasi, ketlay sooraj prakaasi, 
Ketay mundeeaa udaasee, jog duar daheeat hai, 
Ketay mahaadeen, ketay Biaas say prabeen. 
Ketay kumer kuleen, ketay jachh kaheeat hai. 
Kartay hain bichaar, pai na pooran ko pavai paar. 
Taa hee tay apaar, niraadhaar laheeat hai. 257. 



8. Akaal Ustat 



There are countless Indras at Your door, and countless 

four-faced Brahmas, and Krishnasand Ramas. 

And those claiming kinship with the moon and the sun, 

and the close-cropped sanyasis, and the yogis too bow down to You. 

And many were the Mohammads, and the clever ones 

like Vyasa 1 , and Kuberas of clean descent, and so many Yakshas. 

They all think of You but, O Perfect One, they know 

not end : that is how You are called 

Infinite and the Self-sufficient Being 257 



1 . The reciter of Vedas. 
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9. Akaal Ustat 

Faarsee f irangee, fransis kay durangee, 
Makraan kay mirdangee teray geet gaaeeat hai. 
Bhakhree kandhaaree gor gakhree gardejaachaari 
Paun kay ahaari, teray naam dhiaaeeat hai 
Poorb palaaoo, kaamroop au kamaaoo, 
Sabh thhaur mai biraajai, jahaa jahaa jaaeat hai. 
Pooran partaapee, jantra mantra kay ataape naath 
Keerat tihaaree ko, na paar paaeeat hai. 266. 
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9. Akal Ustat 

O God, everyone dwells upon You- the Persians, 

the Ferangis and the colourful men of France, 
And, the delicate people of Makran too hymn Your Praise, 
And the dwellers of Bhakhar, of Kandhar and Ghaur, 

and the Gakhars, and the Gurdezis too, and fasting 

men who live only on air. 
In the east in Palau, in Kamrup and in Kamaun, wherever 

one goes, one finds You Supreme. 
Of Perfect Glory whom incantations can charm not, 

O Lord, there is no limit to Your laudation. (266) 
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10. ^ tJHTfe HshS" 1 1 

fefte h£u Hf 3it fttoCE »ft thl 
^ro St ^3 »fRT^ ^ ^3" m-fte ^ ^ tTO ^ ^ tr 1 1 
^tr ^ ft -^H^t hit tf^H wnnjfe & ft 1 1 M I P 8 3 1 1 

10. Tav Prasaad Savaiyo 

Kaam na Krodh na lobh na moh na rog na sog na bhog ba bhai hai. 

Deh biheen saneh sabho tun neh birkat ageh achhai hai. 

Jaan ko det ajaan ko det jameen ko det jamaan ko dai hai. 

Kahay ko dolat hai tumri sudh sundar Sri Padmapat lai hai. 5. 247 (35) 
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10. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

God is not subject to lust, anger, greed, worldly attachement, disease, 
sorrow, enjoyment or fear. 

God has no body; He has love for all, yet He has no sensual feeling; He 
has no home and is beyond destruction. 

God gives to those who are learned and to those who are ignorant; He 
gives to all beings of the earth and heaven. 

O man, Why do you feel worried, when the Supreme and Beautiful Lord 
is to take care of you ? (35) 
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11. ^iprteHt^n 

1 1 . Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Rogan tay ar sogan tay jal jogan tay bah bhant bachaavai, 

Satr anek chalavat ghav tau tan ek na lagan paavai. 

Rakhat hai apno kar dekar paap sambooh na bhetan paavai. 

Aur ki baat kahaa kah to sau su pet hee kay pat beech bachaavai. 6. 

248(35) 
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1 1 . tav Prasaad Savaiye 

God saves people in different ways from diseases, sorrows and water- 
animals. 

Our foes may direct their blows at us and yet none of them can scrape 
our bodies. 

God protects us with His hands and prevents the army of sinners from 
harming us. 

Why do we talk of anything else ? God protects the individual even 
inside the womb. (35) 
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12. ^IJHTteHtGhl 

^ ?> #e sftt§- zre ^ ufe irg ?> ^rM? 1 1 
ftwTTTr^feu^- A* fan ^ >HfV^r h# ttht ^ffeS- i it i pmo i i 



12. TavPrasaad Savaiye 

Naarad say chaturaanan say rumnaarikh say sabhahoo mil gaaio, 
Bed Kateb na bhed lakhiyo sabh haar paray Har haath na aaio, 
Pai sakay nahi paar Umaapat sidh sanaath sanantan dhiaaio, 
Dhian dharo teh ko man mai jih ko amitoj sabhai jag chhaaio. 

8.250(35) 
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12. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 



All living beings like Narad, 1 Brahma 2 Rumna 3 and others join together in 
singing the glory of God. 

Vedas and Katebas (Semitic scriptures) have not unravelled God's 
mystery; they have been wearied in their search, but have not been able 
to attain to Him. 

Shiva, the spouse of Uma, has not been able to discover the limits of 
God's glory; Siddhas, 4 mystics and the sons of Brahma meditate on the 
Lord. 

O man, meditate sincerely in your heart on God, whose limitless power 
pervades the entire universe (35) 



1 . Narad : The name of an Indian saint said to be the author of Bhakti Sutra. 

2. Brahma : The first of the Hindu Trinity known as the Creator. 

3. Rumna : An Indian saint, also called Lomahrakhan, was a disciple of 
saint Vyas. 

4. Siddhas : Yogis possessing occult powers. 
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13. Tribhangi Chhand (Bachitar Natak) 

Khag khand bihandang, khal dal khandang, ut run mandang, barbandang, 
Bhujdand akhandang, tej prachandang, jot amandang, bhan prabhang, 
Sukh santa karnang, durmat darnang, kilbikh harnang, us sarnang, 
Jai jai jug karan, srisht ubaran, mum prrtpaaran jai teghang. 2 (39) 
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13. Tribhangi Chhand (Bachitar Natak) 

You 1 (the Sword) are the conqueror of countries and the destroyer of the 
armies of the wicked on the battle field; you are the fittest decoration of 
warriors. 

Your arm is irresistible, your brightness is resplendent and your radiance 
and aura dazzle like the sun. 

You bring happiness to the saintly and frighten the wicked and scatter 
the sinners; I seek your shelter. 

Hail ! Hail ! to the Creator, the Sustainer of the universe; 

Hail to the Holy Sword, the Protector of creation (39) 



1 . God as the embodiment of power is represented by the Sword, He is the 
Destroyer of the wicked and is therefore identified with the Sword or 
'Bhagwati*. 
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14. H#xarni 

"u% ar3 tra^ hh3 »w ?Kft »r?^ 1 1 

m-T B^ftH W?> w?> »f^r ^3* hh £sr ?> htw? 1 1 

T# >WfalF?> f%lF ^ ?> H¥ WW? I R 1 1 
14. Savaiya 

Pah gahay jabtay tumray tab tay kou ankh taray nahi aanyo. 
Ram Rahim Puran Qoran anek kahay mut ek na maanyo. 
Simarat Shastra Bed sabai bahu bhed kahai hum ek na jaanyo. 
Sri Aspaan kripa tumri kar mai na kahyo Sabh toh bakhaanyo. 1 . 

(254) 
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14. Savaiya (Ram Avtar) 

Ever since I have grasped God's feet, I have not thought of anybody 
else. 

I do not accept the doctrines enunciated by various faiths, believing in 
Ram, Rahim, Puranas 1 and Qoran. 

The Simritis, 2 Shastras 3 and the Vedas 4 mention different concepts but I 
do not subscribe to any of them. 

O God, the Sword-bearer (of justice) ! With Your Grace, all that has been 
uttered by me has been done under Your command. (254) 



1 . Puranas : The ancient Hindu books of legend and mythology. 

2. Simritis : Traditional law-books of the Hindus. 

3. Shastras : The six books of Indian philosophy. 

4. Vedas : The four scriptures of the Hindus. 
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15. ^Tgrfldfo 1 1 

?fe ^fe Ufa cVd'fed <fe TO UcS^'cfl I R I BU 1 ^ 1 1 

ym^ hu 1 " ^3" ng H^e?> y^fe vra^t i r i i 
hot ire ft^ httt wju >H5 teu nfftriMii 

tfHfelfe Hd<V dlfd o($3 BTftj ^ | B I R I 

15. Raag Sorath 

Prabh joo to kah laaj hamari. 

Neel kanthh narhar Narain neel basan banwaari. 1. Rahau 
Param Purkh Parmeswar Swaami paavan paun ahaari. 
Madhav maha jot madh mardan maan mukand muraari. 1 . 
Nirbikaar nir jur nindraa bin nirbikh narak nivaari. 
Kirpa sindh kaal trai darsi kukrit parnasan kaari. 2 
Dhanurpaan dhrit maan dharadhar unbikar asdhaari. 
Hau mat mand charan sarnaagat kar gah leh ubaarL 3 
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15. Raag Sorath (Shabad Hazare) 

O God ! My repute (honour) is in Your hands. 

You can save me by taking the form of the blue-throated Shiva or the 
Man-lion or Vishnu. You move in the water (like Balram) and dwell in the 
forest (like Krishna). Pause. 

You are the Primal Being, the Supreme Lord, the Sanctifying Being living 
on air. 

You are the Lord of Lakshmi (goddes of wealth) and the great Light, 
Vishnu the destroyer of demon Madhu's pride 1 , and Krishna the killer of 
demon Mur. 

You are sinless and not subject to decline. You are not subject to sleep 
and evil inclinations. 

You save people from hell. 

You are Ocean of Compassion. You are Omniscent in all ages and the 
Destroyer of evil actions. 

You carry a bow in Your hands. You are also patient .You are the support 
of the earth, faultless and the Wielder of the sword. 

I, who am foolish, have taken refuge at Your feet. Do grab my hand and 
save me. (710) 



1 . Vishun is called Madhusudan-the killer of Madhu, 
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16. "3*3! cfftp>fT77 1 1 

»ta Ojtfa fe*ffe H^S ^TI >>f^^UH^F^IR II 
^TOHT^HHOTTTeri^^t^tT^PdlcS'Q II 
^ ^" TTEIH ^TO ^ >HfiT ^ wte Wfe ^ W^IRII 
^^3^?TBfeT^ > H T V¥^¥^H T UT^II 
Sfe^^TO^^BH^tdlO HdP<S tWId'dfdlBIR II 

16. Raag Kaliaan 

Bin Kartaar na kirtam maano. 

Aad ajon ajai abnasi teh Parmesar jaano. 1 . Rahau 

Kahaa bhaio jo aan jagat mai dasak asur har ghaae. 

Adhak parpanch dikhaae sabhan kah apeh Braham kahaae. 1 . 

Bhanjan garhan samrath sadaa Prabh so kim jaat ginaayo. 

Tante sarab kaal ke as ko ghai bachai na aayo 2. 

Kaisay toh taar hai sun jar aap dubiyo bhavsaagar. 

Chhutyo kaal faas te tabhi gaho saran jagtaagar. 3. 1 
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16. Raag Kaliaan [Kalyan] (Shabad Hazare) 

O man, do not worship anything other than the Creator. 

Regard God, who was from the beginning Unborn, Invincible and 
Indestructible as the Supreme Being. Pause. 

What did it matter if Vishnu 1 came into the world and killed the demons? 

By showing his wiles to people, he exhorted them to call him God. 

How can he (Vishnu) be called God, the Destroyer, the Creator, the 
Omnipotent and the Eternal ! 

He (Vishnu) could not save himself from the blow of the sword of Death. 

O stupid person, listen, how can he, who himself is sunk in the ocean of 
the world, save you ? 

You can escape from the noose of Death, only if you seek the refuge of 
the One who existed before the world came into being. (71 0) 



1. Vishnu : The second of the Hindu Trinity, known as the Sustainer or 
Preserver. 
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17. f^aror^tii 

3^ oi"«yi oJdd'd II 

>H3 BT^?7 ^HcSvI'd IR II 1 1 

s[Q^ fen w H T ar^t ^ 3fe i m i 
^§7; ^n-r 3§7> 3" w 3^ ?™ Hare i la i m i 

17. Tilang Kafi 

Kewal kaalaee Kartar. 

Aad ant anant moorat garhan bhanjanhaar. 1 . Rahau 
Nind ustat jaun kay sam satra mitra na koi. 
Kaun baat pari tisai path sarthi rath hoi 1 . 
Taat maat na jaat jaakar putr potra mukand. 
Kaun kaaj kahahingay aan Devki nand. 2. 
Dev da it disaa visaa jeh keen sarab pasaar. 

Kaun upmaa taun ko mukh let nam Muraar 3. 1 . (711) 
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17. Tilang Kafi (Shabad Hazare) 

God is the sole Creator. 

God is the beginning and the end of everything. He is the Creator and 
Destroyer. Pause. 

For God, praise or censure is equal ; He has no friend or foe. 

What need had he to be the driver of (Arjan's) chariot ? 1 

God, the Bestower of salvation, has neither father nor mother, nor caste 
nor son nor grandson. 

What for should he have to come into the world to be known as the son 
of Devki ? 2 

He has created gods and demons and pervades in all directions. 

What glory do we offer Him when we call Him by the name of Murar ? 3 

(711) 



1 . Lord Krishna was the Charioteer of Arjan's chariot during the War of 
Mahabharata. As such he cannot be called God. 

2. Lord Krishna, the son of Devki, is regarded as an incarnation of God by 
the Hindus. God is not subject to death and Lord Krishna cannot be 
called God. 

3. Lord Krishna is called Murar/Murari because he killed the demon known 
as Mur. 
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few? whb tj»t ft fW^H ftj>HTS" «an£ 1 1 
t^e us gifsn? ^eftj ftp>f^ ?>• »p§ i r 1 1 

HSH 3 H5H 3^ ^fe 1^q?> t^tr I R 1 1 
ffi-T UHTO H# HftT f*5T >H^T H^t 1 1 

ft WE 3 W$ 3 Tjfe TttS flw£ 1 13 I R 1 1 

18. RaagBilaaval 

So kirn maanas roop kahaay. 

Sidh samaadh sadh kar haaray kayo hoo na dekhan paay. 1 . Rahau 

Narad Biyas Praasar Dhru say dhiavat dhian lagaay. 

Bed puran haar hath chhadiyo tadap dhian na aay. 1 

Daanav dev pisaach pret lay netah net kahaay. 

Soochham tay soochham kar cheenay bridhan bridh bataay 2. 

Bhoom akaas pataal sabhai saj ek anek sadaay. 

So nar kaal faas tay baachay jo Har saran sidhaay. 3 1 . 

(711) 
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18. Raag Bilaaval (Shabad Hazare) 

Why should God appear in human form ? 

Siddhas have failed to find Him anywhere, inspite of their meditations. 
Pause. 

Narad, 1 Bias 2 , Prasur 3 , Dhru 4 have sincerely meditated on God. 

The Vedas and the Puranas failed and hence gave up all their efforts for 
realising Him. 

Demons, gods, fiends and goblins say that God is infinite. 

God has been represented as the smallest of the small and the biggest 
of the big. 

God created earth, heaven and all the nether regions and though He is 
one, He is known as "The Many". 

So the person who seeks refuge in God's protection will escape the 
noose of Death. (711) 



1 . Narad : An ancient Indian sage. 

2. Bias : An ancient Indian sage, also called Vyas, 

3. Prasur : An ancient Indian saint. 

4. Dhru : An ancient Indian child-saint. It is said that on account of his 
bhakti, he was raised to the position of the polar star. 
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19. d'dj t^dlU'c/l 1 1 

ffcr fte Ft ?> Pd<s'd n 

ItW 3T^?> HHUW TTer \{<Z tt cfd^ I R II^U^U 

oTU 1 ¥ft?& tfr Mfe ftjH ftT3 ofcj ^nj ftjfti frrw yrr^t 1 1 
ips gfe§- tfTftj^ srftj iraFrar ^ ^ra" ffiter ?$■ »f^t 1 r i i 
wsh uu ^tu we tr wus org a ^ tr 1 1 
3* ft ^rar frftr tr 3 tra* 3ftr ors ^ ft i r i i 

3 Tfl^T 33 ^3 STS" 3ftj Bfg H?T W ^T3H fW^II 
^^TOP^tel?^fe53fo§WIBIR II 

19. Raag Devagandhari 

Ik bin doosar so na chinaar, 

Bhanjan garhan samrath sadaa Prabh jaanat hai Kartar. 1 . Rahau 

Kahaa bhaio jo at hit chit kar bahu bidh silaa pujaee. 

Praan thakio paahan kah parsat kachu kar sidh na aee. 1 . 

Achhat dhoop deep arpat hai, paahan kachhoo na khai hai. 

Ta mai kaha sidh hai ray jar toh kachhu bar dai hai. 2. 

Jo jeea hot det kachh tuh kar man bach karam bichaar. 

Kewal ek saran suaami bin yo nah katah udhaar.3.1 . (71 1) 
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19. Raag Devagandhari (Shabad Hazare) 

Except one God, do not accept anyone else. 

God is the Destroyer, the Designer, the Omnipotent and the Eternal, who 
is known as the Creator. Pause. 

Of what value is the worship of stones 1 in different ways, done with great 
zeal? 

Life is spent in worshipping stones without any spiritual achievement. 

Rice, incense and oil-torches are offered to stones, but they are lifeless. 

O dullard ! What spiritual potential is in stones? What can they give you? 

If these stones had any life, they could have given you something in 
your thoughts, words and deeds. 

There is no spiritiual fulfilment, except through seeking the refuge of the 
One Lord. (711) 



1 . Various forms of Hindu worship of idols are not approved by Guru 
Gobind Singh. 
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20. H#CT 1 1 

— — 

20. Savaiye 

Jo kaho Ram ajon ajai at, kahay kau Kausal kukh jayo joo? 
Kaal hoo Kaan kahay jih ko, kih kaaran kaal tay deen bhayo joo ? 
Sant saroop bibair kahai, su kiyo path ko rath haak dhayo joo ? 
Tahi ko maan Prabhu karkay, jih ko kou bhed na lai, na lalyo joo. 1 3 (71 3) 
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20. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye, 1 3) 



If you maintain that the all- Pervading God is unborn and invincible, how 
could He as Rama be born of the womb of Kaushalya ? 1 

And how is it that Krishna whom you call the Immortal God was helpless 
at the hands of Death ? 2 

And how is it that the All Holy and Revengeless Lord as Krishna drove 
the chariot of Arjana to battle ? 3 

Therefore, regard Him only as God whose mysteries none has been or 
will be able to unravel. 1 3 (71 3) 



1 . Rama was born and therefore he cannot be identified with God who is 
unborn and not subject to death. 

2. Krishna died and therefore he cannot be identified with God who is not 
subject to death. 

3. Krishna helped Arjan to fight against his enemies. God is free from 
enmity and therefore Krishna cannot be called God. 



21.Ht^ll 

»fFte ^rfe, ^ f ftm ^ Jd d »f^? 

21. Savaiye 

Kiyo kah Krishan kirpanidh hai ? kih kaaj tay badhak baan lagaayo ? 

Aur kuleen udhaarat jo, kih tay apno kul naas karaayo ? 

Aad, ajon kahai kaho, kirn Devak kay jathhrantar aayo ? 

Taat na maat kaho jih ko, tih kiyo Basudevah baap kahaayo ? 14 (714) 
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21 . Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye, 14) 

How do you say that Krishna was God, the All Merciful ? 

How is it that he was shot with an arrow of the hunter ? 1 

When he is said to be the saviour of other families, how come that he 
could not save his own family from destruction ? 

God is called Primal and Unborn, then how can His coming into the 
womb of Devaki be explained. 

God is without father and mother, but Krishna had a father named 
Vasudev. 2 (714) 



1. According to tradition, a hunter mistook the lotus foot of Krishna for the 
eye of a deer in the jungle and shot him. 

2. God is not subject to birth; hence Krishna who was born to Devaki, and 
whose father was Vasudev cannot be called God. 
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22. q?»d ^ddl' llUf^tll 

"§11"' "dt HH-f cF^c? WfeW I 

^ »?5 ?> vfewi R 1 1 

22. Vaar Durga : Pauri 

Khandaa prithum manaai kay, jin sabh saisaar upaaiya, 
Brahmaa Bishan Mahesh saaj, Kudrat daa khel banaaiya, 
Chaudah tabkay banaai kay, Kudrat da khel dikhaaiya, 
Sindh parbat medni, bin thamaa gagan rahaaiya. 
Sirjay daano devtay, tin andar baad rachaaiya. 
Tai hi Durga saj kay, Daitaa daa naas karaaiya. 
Taithho hi bal Raam lai, naal baanaa Raavan ghaaiya 
Taitho, hi bal Krishan lai, Kans kesi pakar giraaiya. 
Baday baday munn devtay, kaee jug tinee tan taaiya. 
Kinai teraa ant na paaiya. 2. (1 54) 
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22. Vaar Durga Pauri 

First, God created the double-edged Dagger 1 
and, then, the universe. 

He it is who created Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, 

and evolved the play of nature. 

He created the fourteen regions 2 

and displayed the variety of nature 

And created also the earth, mountains and oceans, 

and vaulted the sky over us without a support. 

And created also He the gods and demons, 

and ploughed into their beings the germs of strife. 

He it was who created Durga, the goddess of power, 

and caused the demons to be destroyed. 

It is from You, O God, that Rama received his prowess 

to kill with his arrows the ten-headed Ravana, 

'Tis you who bestowed Krishna with the power to 

catch Kansa by the hair and destroy him. 

Gods and ascetics and seers there were many upon many who 

macerated themselves for Your sake, age after age. 

But, Your limits, O God, no one has found ! 2 



1. The "Source of Power". "Bhagauti" both in the creative and destructive 
aspects. 

2. According to traditional belief there are seven upper regions and seven 
lower regions. 
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23. t^tHHttf II 

fu >Hfu >H^y ^d'd^cs, ^te ^wtt ^ tr i r i i 

23. Tetees Savaiye 

Sat sadev Saroop satbrat, aad anaad agaadh ajai hai. 
Daan dayaa dam sanyam nem, jatbrat seel su thrat abai hai. 
Aad aneel anaad anaahad, aap adwekh abhekh abhai hai. 
Roop aroop arekh jaraardan, deen dayaal kripaal bhae hai. 2 (714) 
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23.Tatees Savaiye 

God's existence is eternal, His laws endure; He is from the beginning, 
but Himself without a beginning. He is unfathomable and unconquerable. 

His bounty, mercy, self-control, self-restraint, laws, vow of celibacy and 
excellent vow of goodness never fail. 

He is primeval, of no colour, without beginning, without end, self-begotten, 
boundless, without jealousy and without fear. 

His form is formlessness. He hath no lines, is unaffected by old age, is 
merciful to the lowly and is all-kindness. 2 
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24. UTHorefl U'dH'Jl <^o 

"Ljr?ft "ubh irau ~uur i i 
fr^^ra^^f^^^ ir ii 

tt W ^5 of ■§ Ufe 3" 1 13 1 13 1 1 

24. Ramkali Patshahi Dasvee 

Praani param purakh pag laago. 

Sovat kahaa moh nindraa mai kabahoo suchit havai jaago. ? 1 . Rahau. 

Auaran kah updesat hai pus toh prabodh na laago. 

Sinchat kahaa paray bikhian kah kabah bikhai ras tiyaago. 1 . 

Kewal karam bharam say cheenah dharam karam anuraago. 

Sangrah karo sadaa simran ko param paap taj bhaago. 2. 

Jatay dookh paap nah bhetai kaal jaal tay taago. 

Jo sukh chaaho sadaa sabhan kau tau Har kay ras paago. 3, 3. (71 0) 
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SECTION II 
HOLY NAME 

24. Ramkali (Shabad Hazare) 

O man, dedicate yourself to God's feet (commands). 
Why are you asleep, intoxicated by worldly attachment ? 
Be awake and alert some times. 1 . Pause. 

O animal- like man, why do you have to preach to others, when you 
yourself do not follow the teaching ? 

Why are you amassing sins ? 1 For some time (at least) forsake their 
poisonous relish .1. 

Regard rituals as myths and superstitions and devote yourself to truly 
holy deeds. 

Amass the (wealth of the) True Name; shun and flee from deadly sins.2. 

In this manner, misery and sins will not affect you and you will be saved 
from the noose of Death. 

If you desire eternal happiness for all, devote yourself to God's Name- 
Nectar. 3. (710) 



1 . In the pursuit of wealth and ambition, man commits lots of sins and crimes. 
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25. d'fl ^ Bta^t 

tfe ufe jth ^ trtr 1 1 

Uth B^ftH §W S Hfa tT tTW tr 1 1 

^TJH 1 " feH?> cft^ HcJtT nftr 3" hBt oTO Hi" ^ I R II 

^ra tto ^ 3H^t Hrftr tr 1 13 1 r 1 1 

25. Raag Devagandhari 

Bin Har Naam na baachan pai hai. 

Chaudah lok jaah bas keenay ta tay kahaa palai hai. 1 . Rahau. 

Ram Rahim Ubaar na sak hai jaakar naam ratai hai. 

Brahma Bisan Rudr Sooraj Sas tay bas kaal sabhai hai. 1 . 

Bed Puran Quran sabhai mat jaakah net kahai hai. 

Indra, phunindra, munindra kalap bauh dhiavat dhian na aihai. 2. 

Jaakar roop rang nah janyat so kirn siyaam kahai hai. 

Chhutiho kaal jaal tay tabahi taah charan laptai hai. 3,2. (711) 
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25. Raag Devagandhari (Shabad Hazare) 

Without God's Name none can be liberated. 

How can you escape from God's sway for He rules over the fourteen 
worlds. 1 Pause. 

Ram and Rahim whose names you recite again and agairv-can not save 
you. 

Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva 2 , the Sun and the Moon are under the control of 
Death. 

Vedas, Puranas, the Quran and all the religious denominations call God, 
Infinite. 

Indra, 3 Shesh Nag, 4 the Leader of Munis meditated for long, but could 
not attain to Him. 

How can God who has no colour or form be called blue-eyed 5 (Shyam) ? 

If you devotedly attach yourself to the feet of God, You will be saved 
from the noose of Death . 6 (71 1 ) 



1. According to tradition, there are fourteen worlds : seven in the upper 
region and seven in the nether region. 

2. Shiva : The third of the Hindu Trinity, known as the Destroyer. 

3. Indra : The King of Heaven, also god of rain, 

4. Shesh Nag : The mythological multi-hooded cobra said to be the king of 
the nether world. 

5. This has a reference to Lord Krishna who is known as Shyam. 

6. Salvation implies the end of the cycle of death and birth and union with 
the Lord. 
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26. Ht^ll 

ofrtj ^ yrra" wu?> of^ - ? ifucT of ira>)Hcr <^dt 1 1 

fllW'A lJH^H^rfe?5 ^fZiraHSrt ^ A' J) I Rod 



26. Savaiye 

Kahay ko poojat paahan kau ? Kachh paahan kai Parmesar naahee. 
Tahi ko pooj Prabhu karkay jih poojat hi agh ogh mitahee. 
Aadh biaabh kay bandhan jetak Naam kay lait sabhai chhut jaahee. 
Taahee ko dhian pramaan sadaa in fokat dharam karay fal nahee. 20 
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26.Tatees Savatye 

Why do you worship stones ? How can God be contained in a stone ? 

Worship Him, the only Lord, by worshipping whom all pains and sins 
vanish, 

By remembering whose Name, all physical and mental ills shall vanish. 

Meditation on God alone is acceptable, and other vain deeds bring no 
fruit. 20. (714) 



69 



27. HtcTll 

^e^HTTt^ HftiaMtr.ftTcrHHTftiHt^u^ii 

fafyfc WH3t ^ Fit, HU W?T 3tW 1 1 

27. Sayaiye 

Bed kateb na bhed lahiyo tih, sidh samaadh sabai kar haaray. 
Simrit sastar bed sabai, bah bhant puran beechar beecharay. 
Aad anaad agaadh kathaa, Ohru say Prahlad Ajaamaltaaray. 
Naam uchaar taree Ganika, soi Naam adhaar beechar hamaaray. 1 0. 

(713) 
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27. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye 10) 



The Vedas and the Katebas have failed to explain God's mystery. 
Siddhas have failed to attain to Him through contemplation. 

The Simiritis, the Shastras, the Vedas and the Puranas have conjec- 
tured the aspects of God in different ways. 

He, the Primal Being, who is without origin and beyond description, saved 
Dhru 1 , Ajamal 2 and Prahlad. 3 

The Holy Name which saved Ganika 4 the prostitute is the basis of all my 
support. 10 (713) 



1. Dhru : An ancient Indian sage who was the son of King Uttanpada. 

2. Ajamal : A sinful man who, according to tradition has a son called 
Narayan. On his death-bed he called his son Narayan (which means 
God) and he was liberated. 

3. Prahlad : An Indian saint who was harassed by his father Harnakash. 
Vishnu appeared from a pillar in the form of Man-lion and tore Harnakash 
to pieces. 

4. Ganika : A prostitute whom a saint gave a parrot which could utter 
"Ram". She remembered the parrot's word "Ram" which stands for God, 
at the time of her death and was thus saved. 
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28. ^itfnteiiHtchi 

Tpzm tfcr hhu faira ^ ^fa fefe^ ura 3ht ^ ^ 1 1 



28. Tav Prasad Savaiye 

Sraavag sudh samooh sidhaan kay, dekh firio ghar jog jatee kay. 
Soor suraardan sudh sudhaadik, sant samooh anek matee kay. 
Saaray hi des ko dekh rahio mat, kou na dekhiat Praan pati kay. 
Sri Bhagwaan kee bhai kripaa hu tay, ek ratee bin ek ratee kay. 1.21. 

(13) 
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SECTION III 
FALSE RELIGION 

28.Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

i have gone into the houses of saravags 1 suddhs 2 , siddhas 3 , yogis 4 and 
Jatis. 5 

I have also come across groups of warrior-demons, nectar-loving gods, 
and holy men of different sects. 

I have examined the religions of various countries, but none of them 
preaches the true devotion to God, the Lord of Life. 

All these religions are good for nothing, if they cannot win the love and 
grace of God. 1.21 (13) 



1 . Saravags are sect of Jains who deliberately remain dirt/. 

2. Suddhs are a religious sect who keep very clean, 

3. Siddhas are a sect of Yogis who possess occult powers. 

4. Yogis are ascetics who practise austerities, physical and meditational 
exercises. 

5. Jatis are a religious sect who remain celibate and keep away from women. 
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29. ^*jHTtellH^II 

tte TT^t hb" w h# h ton zraw ^tn 



29. Tav Prassad Savaiye 

Teerath naan daya dam daan, su sanjam nem anek bisaykhai. 
Bed Puran Kateb Quran jameen jamaan sabaan kay pekhai. 
Paun ahaar jatee jat dhaar, sabai su bichaar hajaarak dekhai. 
Sri Bhagwaan bhajay bin bhupat ek rati bin ek na laykhai. 4, 24 
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29. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 



If the individual were to bathe at different pilgrim-spots and do acts of 
compassion and were to discipline his passions, and perfrom acts of 
charity and practise self-control and participate in many rituals. 

If he were to study the Vedas, the Puranas, the Quran and other reli- 
gious scriptures of all countries and ages, 

If he were to live only on air 1 and were to practise continence and perform 
thousands of ceremonies, 

All these practices are profitless, without meditation on and love of the 
Creator. (14) 



1 . Living on air implies fasting. Fasting as such is not approved by the Sikh 
Gurus. It confers no spiritual benefit. 
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30. ^MFFfeUH^II 

c^fePdG ^H^Hy^^dlfeGl^^Tdl^'RdQ II 
W^^^fW^^t^^^^HtHtelfe^ll 



30. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Kahaa bhaiyo jo dou lochan moond kay baith rahiyo bak dhian lagaaiyo. 
Naat phirio liay saat samundran lok gaiyo parlok gavaaiyo. 
Bass kio bikhiaan so baithkai aisay hi aisay so bais bitaaiyo. 
Saach kahou sun laih sabhai jin prem kio tin hi Prabh paaiyo. (14) 



76 



30. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Of what use is sitting with closed eyes like a crane, 1 pretending to 
meditate ? 

Those who go to pilgrimage and take baths in the seven seas 2 lose 
everything in this world and the next. 

They misuse their time in doing evil things and thus waste away their 
lives. 

I speak the Truth and let all listen to it : Those who love God alone will 
merge in Him. (14) 



1 . A crane generally keeps his eyes half-closed for catching fish. Similarly 
hypocritical preachers pretend to meditate with eyes half-closed and as 
soon as they find a rich disciple, they prey upon him. 

2. The seven seas refer to numerous holy tanks and rivers. 
(Hyperbole is a figure of speech used generally in poetry.) 
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31. ^*JHTfellH#€Ni 



31 . Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Teerath kot kiay isnaan deeay bauh daan mahaa brat dhaaray. 
Des firio kar bhes tapo dhan kes dharay na milay Har piyaaray. 
Aasan kot karay astang dharay bau niyas karay mukh kaaray. 
Deen dayal Akaal bhajay bin ant ko ant kay dhaam sidhaaray. 1 0 (35) 
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3T. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Those who go to pilgrimage and take millions of baths, donate lots of 
things in charity and keep fasts, 

Those who wearing penitential garbs and keeping long hair have wan- 
dered in different countries and not found God, 

Those who practise millions of postures according to Ashtang Yoga 1 and 
make offerings of limbs and blacken their faces, 

Without remembering the Name of the Compassionate and Immortal 
God, all of them will have to proceed to the place of the god of Death. 
(35) 



1 . Patanjali's system of Yoga is called Ashtang (eightfold; Yoga. It is based 
on eight principles as under: 

(i) Yama : Practice of non-violence, truthfulness, non-covetousness, 
chastity and not receiving anything from another. 

(ii) Niyama : Austerity, contentment, purity and worship of God. 

(iii) Asana : Postures and physical exercise to keep the body healthy. 

(iv) Pranayama : Control and purification of breathing. 

(v) Pratyahara : Control of sense-organs by one's will, 
(vt) Dharna : Holding the mind on some point or idea. 

(vii) Dhyana : Meditation on the deity or God. 

(viii) Samadhi : Condition of trance where one gets in tune with God. 
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32. 9 J)h h<£o} 1 1 

W<J ^fftnS Ufa ft Ufe, MFftH 3" ^fa XJHrfo^ I 
32. Tatees Savaiye 

Kaahoo lai thhok badhai ur thakur, Kahoo mahes ko es bakhaanio. 
Kaahoo kahiyo har mandar mai Har, 
Kaahoo maseet kay beech pramaanio. 

Kahoo ne Raam Kahio, Krishna kaahoo, Kahoo manai avtaaran maanio. 

Fokat Dharam bisaar sabai, 

Kartaar hee kau kartaa jeea jaanio. 1 2 
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32. Tatees Savaiye 

Some firmly believe in the images of Vishnu, others call Shiva their 
Lord. 

Some consider God's abode to be a temple, others fix His residence in 
a mosque. 

Some call him Rama, some Krishna, other identity Him in their minds 
with other incarnations. 

Abandoning all these barren ways, I believe the Creator only to be the 
Lord of all beings. 12(714) 



* 
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33. 9*/1h Pr^Ht 1 1 

^te ¥3H feU 3? BfU, #U V^t ?>fa I 



33. Tatees Savaiye 

Jo jug tai karahai tapasaa, Kuchh toh prasan na paahan kai hai. 
Haath uthhaai bhaiee bidh so jar ! Toh kachhoo bardaan na day hai. 
Kon bharos bhayaa ih ko ? kah, Bhir paree nah aan bachai hai. 
Jaan ray jaan ! ajaan hathhee ! Eh fokat dharam su bharam gavai hai. 

22. (715) 
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33. Tatees Sayaiye 

For eons you may worship a stone, but 
it will not gladden your heart. 

The image will not confer any boon upon you, with its arms uplifted in a 
gracious manner, O dullard ! 

Tell me, how did you come to repose any trust in it ? It never helped you 
in trouble. 22. 

O stubborn wretch, beware; this fruitless ritual will hasten your doom. 

22. 
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34. t^tHH^" 1 1 

^ ^ft^ ud'Ud far wf^tr §vpfe fkz^ 1 1 



34.Tatees Savaiye 

Jaal badhay sab hi mrit kay kou Ram Rasul na baachan paay. 
Danav dev phanindra dharadhar bhoot bhavikh upai mitaay. 
Ant maray pachhtai prithi par jay jag mai avtaar kahaay. 
Ray man lail ? 

Ikel hi kaal kay lagat kah na paen dhaay ? 23 (71 5) 
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34. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye) 

All were entangled in the net-work of death. No Rama or any prophet 
could escape it. 

The gods, demons, serpents and mountains were created and destroyed 
in the past and will be created and destroyed in the future too. 

Those who declared themselves as God's incarnations 1 died lamenting 
in the end on this earth. 

O fickle mind ! Why do you then not bow at the feet of the Destroyer 
(God) alone? (715) 



1 . Guru Gobind Singh did not believe in incarnations of God, because God is 
not subject to birth and death. 
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35. t^tRH^tf 1 1 



w& Hitf fes arm tra - ! 

H^TTftHTtTZft^T (ydl'PdQ IRMII 



35. Tatees Savaiye 

Kaal gayo in kaaman siu jar, 

Kaal kripaal heeai na chitaario. 

Laaj so chhaad, nilaaj aray ! 

Taj kaaj, akaaj ko kaaj savaariyo. 

Baaj banay gajraaj baday, 

Kharke charhbochit beech bichaariyo. 

Sri Bhagwant bhajio na aray jar ! 

Laaj hee laaj hee kaaj bigaario 25. (71 5) 
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35. Tatees Savaiye 

You did waste time in these deeds, unthinking man! and did never 
remember the merciful Lord. 

You did banish all feelings of shame O shameless one ! and leaving your 
proper work committed evil deeds, bringing no fruit to you. 

You had beautiful horses and huge elephants, but you to ride an ass. 

Know, foolish person ! know this barren path is of ignorance. You lost 
the chance and never meditated on the supreme Lord . 25. (71 5) 
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36. Httf || 

ll^^^Htl'WU] ^M5 fou'fe P^PdQ ^urfe^w^ri 

^ HS" H~[! >HHf3", "qf 3fW r »TU?7 U^" Qdy i R£ 1 1 



36. Sayaiye 

Bed kateb parhay bahutay din bhed kachhoo tin ko nah paaiyo. 
Poojat thaur anekfirio par ek kabai hia mai na basaayo. 
Paahan ko asthaliya ko sirr niyai firio kachh haath na aayo. 
Ray man moorh ! agoorh Prabhu taj,aapan hoor kaha urjhaayo ? 26 

(715) 
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36. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye) 

For several days, you have read the Vedas and Katebas 1 but still have 
not understood their inner meaning. 

You worshipped one god after another and moved from place to place, 
but never thought of cherishing the one Lord in your heart. 

You have bowed to stones and shrines, but gained nothing. 

O foolish mind ! Why have you forsaken the mighty Lord and entangled 
yourself in vain pursuits ? (71 5) 



T. Katebas : The reference is to the Semitic scriptures, four in number, 
nameiy Jabur of prophet Daud (David). Tohra of prophet (Moses), Bible 
of prophet Christ, and Quran of prophet Mohammed. 
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37.H#tf II 

tt tjdflU'A ^ Wfe, oT$, - "Hfe 3^ 3" fop VTO ^" 1 1 



37. Savaiye 

Jo jugiaan kay jaae kahai : " Sabh jogan ko grih maal uthhai dai." 
Jo paro bhaaj sanyasan dai kahai : "Datt kai naam pai dhaam lutai dai". 
Jo kar kou massandan so kahai : " Sarab darab lai moh abai dai." 
Leh hi leh kahai sabh ko nar, kou na Brahm batai hamai dai. 28 (715) 
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37. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye) 

If one goes to the Yogis, they will ask him to surrender all his wealth to 
them. 

If one runs to the Sanyasis, they will tell him to renounce all his property 
in the name of Datta. 1 

If one goes to the Massands 2 they will at once demand all his goods. 

They all say : "Give us all", but there is none to give me the knowledge 
of God. (715) 



1 . Dattatriya : Datta for short -was the founder of a sect Sanyasis (ascetics). 

2. Massands : This was an organisation of Sikh missionaries started by 
Guru Ramdas, but it was abolished by Guru Gobinci Singh because the 
Massands had become corrupt and wicked. 
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38. HtcM I 

^UA^'A H^1^^t^HTftriJ^H"qHTf^ftWT#ll 
^ ■TO 3fe fa^ -$3 7i, HOT TFH ^ 1 1 

tr "uh ^ ^rau 'a xpfou ^ 3F# 1 130 1 1 



38. Savaiye 

Aankhan bheetar tel ko daar, so logan neer bahai dikhaavai. 
Jo dhanvaan lakhai nij sewak, tahi paros prasaad jimaavai. 
Jo dhan heen lakhay hit det na, maangan jaat mukho na dikhaavai. 
Lootat hai pasoo logan ko, kabahoo na Pramesar kay gun gaavai. 30 

(715) 
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38. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye) 

People drop oil in their eyes 1 to show others that they are full of tears of 
sympathy for them. 

When they see a rich disciple, they serve him with delicious food. 

When a poor disciple goes to them, they pay no heed to his request and 
often hide their faces from him. 

Such beasts 2 are looting the people. They never sing the praises of 
God. (716) 



1 . This was one of the devices employed by hypocritical preachers and 
sadhus to attract disciples. 

2. Such fake religious teachers are called 'beasts' by Guru Gobind Singh. 
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39. 1 1 



39. Savaiye 

Fokat karam dirhat kahaa in logan ko? koi kaam na ai hai. 
Bhaajat kaa dhan het ? Aray ! jam kinkar tay nah bhaajan pai hai. 
Putr kalitr na mitr sabai ooha sikh sakhaa kou saakh na dai hai. 
Chet ray chet ! Achat mahaa pas ! Ant ki baar akelo hi jai hai. 32 (715) 
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39. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye) 

Why are you exhorting the people to perform actions which are useless? 

Why are you running after wealth ? You will not be able to run away from 
the clutches of Death. 

There in God's court, none will bear witness in your favour, not even 
your sons, wife, friends or disciples. 

Think it over, O ignorant brute ! You shall have to go alone in the end. 

(716) 
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40. "^ItfTrfellFltftll 

at? ^3dT £t ^53" 3" fl 1 ^ 1 1 

as 



40. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Maatay matang jaray jar sung anoop utang surang savaray. 

Kot turang kurang say koodat paun kay gaun kau jaat nivaaray. 

Bhaaree bhujaan kay bhoop bhalee bidh niyaavat sees na jaat bichaaray 

Etay bhae to kahaa bhae bhoopat ant kou nangay hi pai padhaaray 

2.22 (13) 
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SECTION IV 
TRANSITORY WORLD 

40.Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Were emperors to possess tall and noble elephants, painted in beautiful 
colours and adorned with golden trappings. 

Were emperors to possess millions of horses, galloping at speed faster 
than that of the wind and racing like the deer, 

If other kings having powerful and long arms were to visit these emper- 
ors and bow their heads to them in submission, 

It matters not if such powerful emperors existed, because at the end 
they left the world barefooted. (13) 
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41. ^MHTteHHttfll 

BfFTH 313" ^TiTO St ft?HH Tft W?T UfP^II 

T# "Ufc T# ¥^T^ fa5 »?3T »te ^ IFH ftTO^II3IR3ll 



41. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Jeet firai sabh des disaan ko baajat dhol mridang nagaaray. 
Gunjat goor gajaan kay sundar hinsat hi hayaraaj hajaaray. 
Bhoot bhavikh bhavaan kay bhoopat kaun ganay nahi jaat bichaaray. 
Sri pat Sri Bhagwaan bhajay bin ant ko ant kay dhaam sidhaaray. 3.23 

(13) 
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41.Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

If mighty emperors were to go round and conquer all the countries, after 
beating different kinds of drums of war, 

If a number of beautiful elephants were to trumpet boldly and if thou- 
sands of horses of high breed were to neigh (in their {palaces). 

Such emperors living in the past or in the present or likely to exist in the 
future cannot perhaps be correctly counted, 

Yet without worshipping the Name of God, they have to leave (in utter 
helplessness) for their final home (of death) (31) 



99 



42.^XJHTfe||Ht^|| 

yfe- t# ¥UT^ %r fas few trfs fts^r^d^ti W IRM II 



42. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Sudh sipaah durant dubaah su saaj sanaah durjaan dalaingay. 
Bhaaree gumaan bharay man mai kar parbat pankh halai na halaingay. 
Tor areen maror mavaasan maatay matangan maan malaingay. 
Sripat Sri Bhagwan kripa bin tiyag jahan nidaan chalaingay. 5. 25 (1 4) 
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42. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

If there were veteran, strong and invincible soldiers, equipped with coats 
of mail and capable of subduing the enemy. 

If filled with conceit, they thought they would never quit the battle-field, 
even though hard mountains-if furnished with wings-could leave their 
places, 1 

If they were powerful to break into bits the revolting armies and twist 
their heads and even crush the pride of furious elephants. 

Without the merciful glance of God, such brave soldiers would leave the 
world empty-handed . (1 4) 



1 . Even if mountains could move, the warriors would not quit the battle-field. 
They would keep their ground in spite of terrible enemy-pressure. 
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43. ^IJKrfe-IIH^II 



43. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Beer apaar baday bariaar abcharah saar ki dhaar bhachhaiyaa. 
Torat des malind mavaasan matay gajaan kay maan malaiyaa. 
Garhay garhaan kay toranhaar su baatan hi chak chaar lavaiyaa. 
Sahib Sri sabh ko sir naaik jaachik anek su ek divaiyaa. 6. 26 (14) 
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43. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

If there were numerous warriors, capable of touching the sharp edge of 
the sword ungrudgingly, 

If they were to conquer several countries and defeat the rebels and 
break the pride of wild elephants, 1 

If they could destroy huge forts and capture the world simply by their 
boasts or threats, 

Even so, God alone is the only Giver and Ruler of all. They stand like 
beggars at His court. (14) 



1 . Holding a wild elephant at bay was regarded as a great and glorious feat of 
a warrior. 
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44. ^HKTfe 1 1 1 1 



44. Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Maanav Indra Gajindra naraadhip jon trilok ko raaj karaingay. 

Kot sanaan gajaadik daan anek savambar saaj baraingay. 

Brahm mahesar bisan sachipat ant fasay jum faas paraingay. 

Jay nar sripat kay pras hai pug tay nar fer na deh dharaingay. 8. 28 (1 4) 
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44.Tav Prasaad Savaiye 

Men who possess mighty elephants become kings and rule over the 
whole world, 

Men who take numerous ritual-baths and give in charity elephants and 
other animals and marry at special savambars, 1 

All these and even Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu and Indra shall at the end fall 
into the noose of Death. 

But those who fall at the feet of God and seek His protection shall not go 
through the cycle of transmigration. 2 (14) 



1 . Special functions held in ancient times for the selection of marriage partners. 

2. Transmigration is tne cycle of birth, death and rebirth. 
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45. WoT dH'^W 1 1 

ftT^ ^E^IcFtf I H§" >yfe tTHif I ftT^" t?^tH fecTS ofr?5" I L93 1 1 
7ft$W ^3tf 1 ^ oTO I ^SrtlUte& oPK^ID3ll 
(W H^S^? | Ute^- ^^5" "^IH 1 1 VRT >fe >M I ^ftj^ I l^>B 1 1 



45. Rasaval Chhand 

Jitay Raam hooay, sabhai ant mooay; 
Jitay Kisan huwai hai, sabhai ant jai hai. 71 
Jitay dev hosee, sabhai ant jaasee 
Jitay bodh huwai hai, sabhai ant chhai hai. 72 
Jitay devaraayang, sabhai ant jaayang, 
Jitay daeet esang, titio kaal lessang. 72 
Narsingha vataarang vahay kaal marang, 
Bado dand-dhari, hanio kaal bhaaree. 73 
Dijang Bawaneyang, haniyo kaal teyang, 
Maha machh mundang, fadio kaal jhundang. 74 



106 



45. BACHITRA NATAK 
Rasaval Chhand 

The Ramas, as many there were, 
All came to an end. 
And the Krishnas too 
Couldn't last for ever. 70 



Neither the angels stay, nor the Buddhas. 

Neither the god of gods 1 , nor the demons survive. 71 -72 



The incarnation, called Narsingha 2 , Man-lion was also 

subject to Death. 
So were the most powerful conquerors 

Destroyed by the All-powerful Time. 73 

Bawan 3 , The diminutive incarnation (of Vishnu), 
Was also smothered by Death. 74 



1 . God of gods, refers to Indra. 

2. He killed king Harnaksh to save Bhagat Prahlad. 

3. Incarnation of Vishnu. 
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46.H#$II 

y^, Br^HfW^Hyr, Iter^BT fooCdg' »ffeFr^ tri 



46. Savaiye 

To tan tiyagat hi sunray jarh ! 'Pret' bakhaan triya bhaj jai hai. 
Putr, kalitr, sumitr sakha/lh baig nikaarah* aais dai hai. 
Bhaun bhandaar dharaa garh jetak chhadat praan bigaan kahai hai. 
Chet ray chet ! Achet maha pas ! ant kee baar akelo ee jai hai. 33 (71 6) 
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46. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye) 

Listen, you ignorant one : As soon as you leave your body, your wife 
shall run away from you, calling you a 'ghost'. 

Your sons, your wife, companions and fast friends shall all shout 'Make 
haste to take out the dead body'. 1 

As soon as you breathe your last, all your houses, treasures, land and 
forts will pass on to others. 

Reflect and ponder, you great brute; you shall have to go alone in the 
end. (716) 



1. In hot countries like India, dead bodies are generally disposed of within 
twenty four hours to avoid risk of putrefaction of decomposition. 
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47. »foTO QHdPd 1 1 

as — — t 

o(dd' ^tH TO ^RftH ^t, *!HcJ ?> Ife "§^t f*5 s[H VPT^ 1 1 
H# r(3 tTO^I RM I ItM 1 1 



47. Akaal Ustat 

Kou bhaiyo mundeeaa sanyasi kou jogi bhaio kou brahmchari kou jatj 
unmaanbo. 

Hindcx)Turk kou Rafji Imaam safi maanas ki jaat sabhai ekai pahchaanbo. 

Karta kareem soi Raazak Raheem oee, doosro na bhed koi bhool bharm 
maanbo. 

Ek hi ki sev sabh hi ko Gurdev ek, ek hi saroop, sabhai ekai jot jaanbo. 

15.85 (19) 
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SECTION V 
UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD 

47. (AkaalUstat15.85) 

Some one shaves his head and becomes a Sanyasi, another becomes 
a Yogi, another Brahmchari and yet another an ascetic 

Some are Hindus, others are Muslims, some are Rafjis, Imams and 
Saf is, but all belong to the one race of humanity. 

Karta 1 and Karim* are one and the same (God). 

He is called a Razak, 3 and Rahim 3 ; there is no difference; to think 
otherwise would be a mistake. 

Worship only one God, who is the Supreme Guru of all, and regard His 
Form as one and His Light as pervading in all. (1 9) 



1 . The Hindus call God Karta which means the Creator. 

2. The Muslims call God, Karim which means the Good. 

3. The other names used by Muslims for God are Razak-the Sustainer and 
Rahim-the Compassionate. 
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48. WTO @H3fe 1 1 
48. Akaal Ustat 

Dehuraa masit soee pooja oh nivaj oee, 
maanas sabhai ek pai anek ko bhramaau hai. 
Devta adev jachh gandharabTurk Hindoo, 
niaray niaray desan kay bhes ko prabhaau hai. 
Ekai nain ekai kaan ekai deh ekai baan, 
khaak baad, aatas au aab ko ralaau hai. 
Alah Abhekh soi, Puraan au Quran oee, 
ek hi saroop sabhai ek hi banaau hai. 

16.86(19) 



1t2 



48. Akaal Ustat 16.86 

God is in the temple as well as in the masque. 

He is in the Hindu worship as well as in the Muslim prayer. All men are 
basically the same, though they appear different through our mistake. 1 

Deities, demons, heavenly musicians, Hindus and Muslims are all one, 
though they use different dresses according to the influence of regional 
customs. 

All men have the same eyes, ears body and figure made out of the 
mixture of earth, air, fire and water. 

The Abhekh (of the Hindus) and the Allah (of the Muslims) are one and 
the same, the Quran and the Puranas are His (praise) . They are all of the 
same pattern; the one Lord had made them. (1 9) 



1. Religions should emphasise the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of 
man instead of differences in matters of worship, doctrine, ritual and dress. 
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49. »foTO QHdPd 1 1 

3ft "g^ 3" »f^r w van 3t, 

*W Sol ?^^3^ ^§UTT3"tr, 
ITO" ^ dddl Hi ITS ^ft dd'PJdl 1 1 

3ft fen <ju ^ >HfH fH ijur? trffe, 

49. Akaal Ustat 

Jaisay ek aag tay kanooka kot aag uthhay, 
niyaray niyaray hui kay fer aag mai milaahingay. 
Jaisay ek dhoor tay anek dhoor poorat hai, 
dhoor kay kanooka fer dhoor hi samaahingay. 
Jaisay ek nad tay tarang kot upjat hai, 
paan kay tarang sabhai paan hi kahaahingay. 
Taisay bisu roop tay abhoot bhoot pragat hoi, 
taahee tay upaj sabhai taahee mai samaahingay. 

(19) 
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49. Akaal Ustat17.87 

As out of a single fire, millions of sparks emerge and though separate, 
they come back again as they fall in the fire, 

As out of a heap of dust, particles fly up filling the air, but soon they 
come down and fall in the same heap. 

As out of a single river, numerous ripples rise up, but soon, being water, 
fall into the river again. 

So from God spring non-living things and living beings, and as they 
come from Him shall all merge in Him again. (19) 
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50. H#^Nl 

nfr r ^ Bfa H^t ?r vf^ 1 1 

"UH?T t(3 tTtfT WZ A, tTBH B^cT ?>y T 65R TF^" I R II 



50. Savaiye 

Jaagat Jot japai nis bassar, ek binaa mun naik na aanai. 
Pooran prem pratit sajai, brat gor marhi mat bhool na maanai. 
Teerath daan dayaa tup sanjarn, ek binaa nah ek pachhaanai. 
Pooran jot jagai ghat mai, tab Khaalis tah nakhaalis jaanai. 1 . (712) 
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SECTION VI 
THE KHALSA 

50. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye 1) 

He (the Khalsa) 1 meditates on the Ever-radiant Light, day and night, and 
rejects all else but the One Lord from his mind. 

He decorates himself with perfect love and faith and believes not in 
fasts, tombs, crematoriums and hermit-cells even by mistake. 

He knows none except the One Lord in the performance of acts of 
pilgrimage, charities, compassion, austerity and self-control. 

Such a man in whose heart shines the full Divinely radiant Light is a true 

* 

and pure Khalsa. (712) 



1. This hymn which defines the Khalsa was obviously composed by Guru 
Gobind Singh after the creation of the Khalsa Brotherhood in 1699. A.D. 
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51.H$rar(Pc{H<S'^d'd) 



51. Savaiya(Krishanavtar) 

Dhan jio tih ko jag mai, mukh tay Har, chit mai judh beechaarai. 
Deh anit na nit rahay, jus naav charay bhav saagar taarai. 
Dheeraj dhaam banai ihai tan, budh su deepak jiu ujiaarai. 
Gian kee badhni manah haath lai, kaatartaa kutwaar buhaarai. (570) 
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51. Savaiya (Krishanavtar) 

Blessed is the life of that person in the world 1 who recites the Holy 
Name with his mouth and contemplates war against evil in his mind. 

He regards the body as a temporary vesture and uses the boat of the 
Lord's Name to cross the rough world-ocean. 

He makes a closet of patience in the body and illumines the mind with 
the lamp of divine knowledge, 

He takes up the broom of (spiritual) wisdom in his hands and sweeps 
away all cowardice and falsehood. (570) 



1. Here is the concept of the Ideal Man of Guru Gobinci Singh which was 
concretised by the creation of the Khalsa. 
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52.H#T7FII 



52. Savaiya 

Judh jitay inahi kay prasaad, inahi kay prasaad su daan karay. 
Agh ogh taray inahi kay prasaad, inahi ki kirpaa fun dhaam bharay. 
Inahi kay prasaad su bidyaa laee, inahi ki kirpaa sabh satra maray. 
Inahi ki kirpa kay sajay hum hain, nahi mo so gareeb kror paray 2. (71 6) 
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52. Savaiya 

It is through the actions of the Khalsa 1 that I have won all my victories 
and have been able to give charities to others. 

It is through their help that I have overcome all sorrows and ailments 
and have been able to fill my house with treasures. 

It is through their grace that I have got education, and through their 
assistance I have conquered all my enemies. 

It is through their aid that I have attained this position, otherwise there 
are millions of unknown mortals like me. (716) 



1 . Guru Gobind Singh pays his tribute to the contribution and the achievement 
of the Khalsa. 
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53. h£t*t i | 



53. Savaiya 

Sev karee inahi ki bhaavat, aur ki sev suhaat na jee ko. 

Daan deeyo inahi ko bhalo, ar aan ko daan na laagat neeko. 

Aagay falay inahi ko dayo, jag mai jas aur dayo sabh feeko. 

Mo grah mai man tay tan tay, sirr lo dhan hai sabh hi inahi ko. (71 7) 
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53. Savaiva 

It is a great pleasure to serve them (the Khalsa) 1 for I do not regard the 
service of others as delightful to me. 

It is beneficial to give them gifts, for granting favours to others, does not 
appear good to me. 

Whatever is bestowed on them will bear fruit in the future and bring 
honour in this world; to give anything to others seems to be of litttle 
avail. 

I dedicate (and bequeath) whatever is in my home, my body, my mind, 
my head, my wealth and all my belongings to them. (717) 



1 . Guru Gobind Singh';* great love and respect for the Khalsa is expressed in 
this composition. 
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54. STHorcfl xrferrcft <*C> 1 1 

3" H?T ^ Bffa TtftWTF 1 1 

^^H^Hf ^ffeHH^ro "rft HrftjQ^'H' I R II 1 1 

TT3" eft tT? 1 " ^HT 3" Ht^ ?>H ct ?tt 1 1 

f^]>>TO^>H^^U^HU^TKl^f3' "ttdl'G IR II 
»R5U »fU T 3" HWU T=ft tS^r feHr^lflfel 
jflSTftVH^PAdy'Pda ^F^A W^tfelRII 
cTth o^TTteTF^ar >kj 5 H?T B^f 1 1 
^^>H^^cT^^^^yUUoTUV^II3IR II 

54. Ramkali Patshahi Dasvee 

Ray man aiso kar sanyaasaa. 

Bun say sadan sabhai kar samjhah man hi maah udaasa. 

Jat ki jattaa jog ko majjan nem kay nakhan badhaao. 

Gian guru aatam upadesah naam bibhoot lagaao.1 . 

Alap ahaar sulap si nindraa dayaa chhimaa tan preet. 

Seel santokh sadaa nirbaahbo huwaibo trigun ateet. 2. 

Kaam krodh hankaar lobh hathh moh na man sou lyavay. 

Tab hi aatam tat ko darsay param purakh kah pavai. 3.1 (709) 
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SECTION VII 
YOGA 

54. Shabad Hazare Ramkali 3.1 

O man ! Practise renunciation in this manner, 

Regard your house as a forest (retreat) and live as a hermit in your 
heart. Pause. 

Make countenance your matted hair, communion with God your bath, 
and performance or religious duties the growing of long nails. 

Make divine knowledge your religious preceptor, enlighten your own soul 
and smear your body with the ashes of God's Name. 

Eat little and sleep little; love the practice of compassion and forbear- 
ance. 

Be calm and contented and thus you will gain freedom from the Three 
States. 1 

Keep your mind away from lust, anger, pride, greed, obstinacy and worldly 
love. 

Thus you will see the essence of your own soul and also realise the 
Supreme Lord. (709) 



1 . The Three States are Rajas, Tamas, Satva. Rajas implies energy, desire 
and attachment and causes people to do work. Tamas implies ignorance 
and sloth and makes people lazy. Satva implies goodness and purity 
and promotes the pursuit of knowledge, creative arts and healthy living. 
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55. S T HoTC*tU»PdH l J] 1 1 

cJ" H?> feu feftl ^BT bD-F^ 1 1 

W$ UUH ^ Ufa 3" B^T UH^f I R II 

^fcr ^fe 3tt ^ nfe sfa sfc h^h fe^tf i r i i 

¥(W cl3* ^tJ7> Tfl* oPTfT ?> o^cf H^RJ 1 13 I R II 

55. Ramkali Patshahi Dasvee 

Ray man ih bidh jog kamaao. 

Singee saach akapt kanthlaa dhian bibhoot charhaao. 1 .Rahau. 

Taatee gah aatam bas kar kee, bhichhaa naam adharang. 

Baajay param taar tat Har ko upajai raag rasaarang. 1 . 

Ughtay taan tarang rung at gian geet bandhaanang. 

Chak chak rahay dev danav mun chhak chhak biyom bivanang. 2. 

Aatam updes bhes sanjam ko jaap su ajapaa jaapay. 

Sadaa rahay kanchan si kaaya kaal na kabahoo biyapay. 3. 2 (710) 
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55. Shabad Hazare, Ramkali 3.2 

O man ! Practise yoga in this way. 

Make truth your horn 1 , integrity your necklace and apply the ashes of 
meditation to your body. Pause. 

Make the control of the mind your harp and the support of the Holy 
Name your alms. 

Play the charming strings of God's Name so as to produce the delightful 
divine melody. 

Vibrations of sweet tunes will create the waves of blissful music of 
divine knowledge. 

Thus the gods, demons and ascetics will be wonder-struck and the riders 
of celestial chariots will become divinely intoxicated. 

O Yogi, instruct your soul, wearthe uniform of self-disciplne and remem- 
ber God's Name silently and continuously in your own heart. 

Thus your body will always shine like gold and the demons of death will 
not frighten you. (710) 



1 . These are references to the Yogi's paraphernalia like horn, necklace, ashes, 
harp, etc. 
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56.Ht#ll 

^dl'fe bPdlQ &dl<S TflH rT? 1 (WU^ I 

^rte "tefH P^ Pdu) w §ua; ^ >>f^ Ht ^ Pdo( 1 9 1 



56. Savaiye 

Dhian lagaai thagio sabh logan, sees jataa nakh haath badaae. 

Lai bibhoot f irio mukh oopar, dev adev sabai dhahikaae. 

Lobh kay laagay firio ghar hi ghar, jog kay niyaas sabai bisraae. 

Laaj gaee kichh kaaj sariyo nah, prem binaa Prabh paan na aaye. 18. 

(715) 
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56. Savaiye (Tatees Saviye) 

The Yogi, by show of meditation, the growth of matted locks 1 on the 
head, long nails on the fingers has deceived all people. 

He, by applying ashes on his face and roaming hither and thither, has 
duped the gods (good people) and demons (bad people). 

He, overwhelmed by greed has gone from house to house (to collect 
alms) and forgotten the code of discipline (contentment) of true Yoga. 

He has lost all his self-respect and missed the goal; without real devo- 
tion God can never be realised. (71 5) 



1. These are references to the Yogi's paraphernelia, like matted locks, long 
nails, ashes etc. 
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57. Hfe^cTOorn^igT 

H¥ ^ H¥ ^ ^ HO»f\j I IB I I 

"fe?> fej ere ^ra*y ^pt? i rto -at yd'tf i 
^ vfh^t nfer »r£ i 3 ^rarf ^ftr w i mi i 

^ ^ ifa H^W t Utl UOf HHJ ^ | 

»f^re ^ irari wh "u^gfa" ter vrar ^ra 7 1 

^TT Ufe ^TR3 I ft=T5 ^Kra" 3 ^tU t4dl»l3 1 15 I I 

Wd Ffe HA »F^T| ^H^H H^T HTf oTU 1 ^ 1 1 

fej W ^fo ~Ud'dP<V I >HH^fk HUlffe H^T £#»T I It 1 1 

57. Bachitar Naatak 
Doharaa 

Tinn Bediyan kay kul bikhai pragatay Nanak Rai 
Sabh Sikhan so sukh dayay jut tut bhaey sahaai. 

Chaupai 

Tin ih kal me dharam chalaayo, sabh saadhan ku raah bataaiyo. 
Jo taakay maarag mah aae, te kabahoo nah paah santaae. 5 
Jo jo panth tavan kay paray paap taap tinkay prabh haray. 
Dookh bhookh kabhoo na santaae. Jaal- kaal kay beech na aae 
Nanak Angad ko bap dharaa, dharam prachur ih jug main karaa. 
Amardaas pun naam kahayo, jin deepakte deep jagaaio. 7 
Jab bar daan samai vah aavaa, Raamdaas tah Guru kahaavaa. 
Tah bar daan puraatan deeaa, Amardaas surpur mug leeaa.8 
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57. BACHITAR NATAK 
Doharaa 

In the house of the Bedis was born Nanak, the king of kings, who brought 
joy to his followers and became their refuge. Both here and in the 
hereafter.4 

Chaupai 

He established Religion in this dark age, 
And showed the Path to all men of faith. 
He who accepted his Way, 
Was afflicted not by sin. 5 

He who followed in his footsteps, 
Him affected neither sin nor sorrow. 
He was delivered of pain and hunger, 
And was trapped not thereafter by death 6. 

Then, Nanak adopted Angad's form, 
And spread this Religion far and wide. 
Then, he was known as Amar Das, 
As one light kindles another. 7 

And when came time for the fulfilment of his blessing, 

He was called Ram Das, the Guru. 

It was in fulfilment of an old command (of God). 

And, then, Amar Das returned to the heavenly abode. 8, 
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»0-ra ^TT ^H^TTT oTTFT? I Hnjff B^T TSTei "LPT? I It* I 

f^s f^ff orfa tttti £3" fWff3 uftraw 

fas ttw feff tft frrftr i feff hh^ Mtr ^Fftr »r^t i ro i 

TTET »raHff t{¥ Hfe ufe ^tt^? feutft 60d»9 irr I 



Sri Nanak Angad kar maanaa, Amardaas Angad pahchaanaa 
Amardaas Ramdaas kahaiyo, sadhan lakha moor nahee paayo. 9 
Bhin bhin sabh hoo kar jaanaa, ek roop kinahoo pahchaanaa, 
Jin jaanaa tinahee sidh paaee, bin samjhay sidh haath na aaee. 1 0 
Ramdaas Har so mil gaey, gurtaa det Arjunah bhaey. 
Jab Arjun Prabh lok sidhaaey, Har Gobind tinhi thhahiraaey.1 1 
Hargobind Prrabh lokh sidhaarey, Hari rai tihathhaa baithharay. 
Hari Krishan tin kay sut vaey, Tin te Teg Bahaadur bha-ay. 12 
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It was Nanak, the venerable, who was known as An gad. 

Thereafter, it was Amar Das who assumed the form of Ram Das. 

All this is known to men of faith; but the fools know not the mystery. 9 

They distinguish and separate one from the other. 

And rare is the one who knows that they, indeed, were one. 

They who realised this in their hearts, attained Realisation (of God). 

But they who understood it not, were at fault. 1 0 

Ram Das, then, merged in God, 
Appointing Arjun as the Guru. 
And when Arjun returned to the heavens, 
He established Har Gobind in his place. 1 1 

When Har Gobind proceeded to the Abode of God, 

It was Har Rai who took his place. 

After him came Huri Krishan, his son, 

And then it was Teg Sahadur who succeeded him. 12 . 
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yftn wits I R3 II 
U3H ^ w fas ^t»F I 

^^TS^I>H r ^3" WTTIRB II 

3" tT ft H¥ TTBT tt fT ft SoTI IS £ 1 1 



58. BACHITAR NATAK 

Tilak janjhoo rakhaa prabhtaa kaa, 
keeno bado kaloo mai saakaa. 
Saadhan het itee jin karee, 
Sees deeaa pur see na ucharee. 1 3 
Dharam het saakaa jin keeaa. 
Sees deeaa pur sirar na deeaa 
Naatakchetak keeay kukaajaa, 
Prabh iogan kah aavat laajaa. 14. 

Doharaa 

Thheekar forh dilees sir, Prabh pur keeaa payaan, 
Teg Bahadur see kirya, karee na kinahoo aan. 1 5. 
Teg Bahaadur ke chalat, bhayo jagat ko sok, 
Hai hai hai sabh jag bhayo, jai jai jai sur lok. 1 6. 
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58. BACHITAR NATAK 



Guru Teg Bahadur was the protector of the tilak (forehead mark) and 
Janeu (the sacred thread) of the Hindus. 

He performed a unique act in the age of Kali; He made the supreme 

sacrifice for the sake of the men of other faith. 

He gave his head without a groan ; 13 

He did this deed to defend Dharma. 

He gave up his head but not his resolve. 

Making antics and performing tricks (miraclas), 

Is considered disgraceful by holy men. 14 

Doharaa 

Casting off his bodily vesture on the head of Suzerain of Delhi; 
He departed to the Realm of God. 

None who came into the world performed such glorious deeds as he. 1 5 

Teg Bahadur produced dismay in the world 

This world cried, "Alas, Alas ! 

The Heaven rings with greetings of victory. 1 6 
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59. Terte^cT^ii^u^ii 

>hh ft »fu^t o[w w£ 1 1 Hrrra" fau Mtr yftr 1 1 

f^^^>H^^t^ T IIH T ^^^pfte" djd^' II 

ftt^w Tra" >>fteR yftr xftw 1 1 itt uh ?fcw ores nftj ^tur 1 18 1 1 



59. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai 

Ab mai apni kathaa bakhaano Tap saadhat jih bidh muh aano. 

Hemkunt parbat hai jahaa Sapat sring sobhat hai tahaa. 1 . 

Sapat sring tih naam kahaavaa, Pand raaj jah jog kamaavaa. 

Tab hum adhik tapasiyaa sadhi, Mahaa kaal kaalkaa araadhi. 2. 

Ih bidh karat tapaisyaa bhayo, Duvai tay ek roop huvai gayo. 

Taat maat mur Alakh araadhaa, Bah bidh jog saadhanaa sadhaa. 3 

Tin jo kari Alakh ki sewaa, Ta tay bhae prasan Gurdevaa. 

Tin Prabh jab aais muh Deeyaa, Tab hum janam, kaloo mai leeyaa. 4 

Chit na bhayo hamro aavan kah, Chubhi rahee surt Prabh charnan mah. 

Jiu tiu Prabh ham ko samjhaaio, Im kahkay ih lok pathhaaio. 5. 
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SECTION VIII 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 

59. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai 

Now I relate my own story, 

How God sent me into the world, while I was absorbed in meditation, 

On the site of Hemkunt mountain, 

Where the seven peaks shine in glory. 1 

That spot is known as Sapt Sring. 

Where Pandav kings practised yoga, 

There I put in much spiritual effort. 

I prayed to God-the Lord of Death. 2. 

Thus I continued my meditations, 

And became merged in the Divine Being. 

My father and mother also worshipped the Indescribable One, 

And carried out in various ways several spiritual practices. 3. 

Because they served God with great devotion 

He-the Supreme Guru-was much pleased. 

When God gave me His Command, 

I was born in this age of Kalyuga. 1 4. 

My mind was not happy in coming to the world, 

Because it was attached to the feet of the Lord. 

Somehow, God explained to me His purpose, 

And sent me to this world, with His directive. 5. (54) 



1 . It means the dark age-the period of sin and corruption. 
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60. gfa^TreoMlSutf II 

feu ^ufe "4^ ftfu "usn? 1 1 ft trare tt?th ufo 1 1 
fan fe^ sruT fe£ fen srfu u 1 1 >vfo fen 3 §^ ?j ^rfu u 1 13 =i 1 1 
?r uh $ ueftHu u 1 3 ?^ ^ Hfu ufe u 1 1 

ft 3^ tf£ i i w ft #e A 3¥ US 1 ^ 1 133 1 1 

ft u yuH yay ^ 1 1 ^re - ttuth otff i i 

tf lj¥ TTUTte ft ^rftjU 1 1 fyH 3Sf 3 ftfe BfefU 1 133 1 1 



60. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai 

Ih kaaran Prabh moh pathhaayo .Tab mai jagat janam dhar aayo. 
Jim tin kahi inai tim kah ho. Aur kisoo tay bair na gah ho. 31 
Jay hum ko Parmesar uchar hai, Tay sabh narak kund mah par hai. 
Mo ko daas tavan kaa jaano, Yaa mai bhed no runch pachhaano. 32 
Mai ho Param Purakh ko daasaa. Dekhan aayo jagat tamaasaa. 
Jo Prabh jagat kahaa so kahiho. Mirta lok tay mon na rahiho. 33 
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60. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai 

For this purpose God sent me. 

Then I was born and came into this world. 

I tell you what God told me; 

I have no enmity with any one. 31 

Those who call me God 

Will fall into the pit of Hell. 

Regard me as a sen/ant of the Lord. 

Do not have any doubt about it. 32. 

I am the slave of the Supreme Being; 

I have come to witness the world-drama 1 ; 

I tell the people what God told me then; 

I shall not keep silent on account of the fear of mortals. 33. (57) 



1. Guru Gobind Singh is the only prophet who has written his own 
autobiography in poetic form, entitled 'Bachitar Natak' (the Wonderful 
Drama ). 
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61. Wfe^WoTII^Vr^ll 

"UH oTrTTraT3' ft > H T ^ 1 1 

^eH^^fll^V^W^II BP 1 1 
TSFZft ^TtT "TO 1 " UH rT?^ 1 1 
HVffV FTO" Hc^H: i 



61. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai 

Hum eh kaaj jagat mo aay. 
Dharam het Gurdev pathhaay. 
Jaha taha turn Dharam bithaaro. 
Dust dokhian pakar pachhaaro. 42. 
Yahi kaaj dharaa hum janmang. 
Samajh leh sadhu sabh manmang. 
Dharam chalaavan sant ubaaran 

Dust sabhan ko mool ukhaaran. 43 (57) 
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61.BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai 

I have come into this world for this purpose, 

The Supreme Guru has sent me for the protection of Righteousness : 

'You should propagate righteousness everywhere; Seize and destroy the 
sinful and the wicked. 1 ' 42. 

I have taken birth for this purpose, 

Let the holy men understand this in their minds. 

I have come for spreading Divine religion and for protection of saints, 

And for annihilating (uprooting) all the tyrants. 43. (57) 



1 . This was the two fold mission of the Tenth Guru-to uphold righteounsess 
and to punish the unrighteous. 
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62. fefe^eTOoT-WJ^t oT^t 

HUfir^ U^fg" foflHfa W^ 7 I ¥^f^ ¥rf3" ^ B^Ffg 

tth Trfe f^^t ¥^ i \f?r fes - fa~3t* i n i 

UK c? & I ^rf^ ^ffj ^r^TH^ I P I 

^T^t »{fScT ^rfj "377-3^1 ^tTSt ¥^ ¥*fj oft ftfgr 



62. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai 

Murpat poorab kiyus piaanaa, bhant bhant kay teerath naanaa. 
Jab hee jaat trabenee bha-ay, punn daan din karat bita-ay. 1 
Tahee prakaash hamaaraa bhayo, Patnaa shahar bikhai bhav layo. 
Madra des hum ko lai aa-ay, bhant bhant daaeeun durlaa-ay2. 
Keenee anak bhant tun rachhaa, deenee bhant bhant kee sichhaa, 
Jab hum dharam karam mo aai, devloktab pitaa sidhaa-ay.3. 
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62. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai (13) 

When my father departed for the East, he went to all places of pilgrim- 
age. When he reached Triveni, 1 for many days he distributed charities 
and did other meritorious acts. There was I conceived and , later, took 
birth in the city of Patna. Afterwards, I was taken to the Panjab, where 
I was fondled and nursed with great affection and care. My body was 
tended in every way, and I got instruction in every branch of knowledge. 
And when I was of an age fit to perform my religious f unctions, my father 
left for the Heavenly Abode. 2 



1. The place where the three rivers-Ganga, Jamuna and Saraswati meet 
near Allahabad. 

2. Guru Gobind Singh was nine years old when his father was martyred in 
1675 
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63. wfe=[ <■>'<; oi* 



Ht^texr^iHtuf^T^i 

H$ 3^ I U?T3* ^ 1 133 1 1 

U^t 3^ H^l H 3tF I 

H Wtt I ^ oTO 1 133 1 1 

fe»pfer I Ht ^JH If^t I 
tfe ft^t I f^U 1 WE 33tl 138 1 1 

Tftfe" »P£ TTtf gfe I 
uAl'd Heft} I H3" 1 13 M 1 1 

63. BACHITAR NATAK 
Rasaaval Chhand 

Jabai baan lagio, tabai ros jaagio; 
Kar lai kamaanang, hanang baan taanang. 31 
Sabhai beer dhaaye, saroghang chalaaye, 
Tabai taak bannang, hanio ek juanang. 32 
Hari chand maaray, su jodhaa lataaray, 
Su karor raayang, vahay kaal ghaaiyang. 33 
Ranang tiyaag bhaagay, sabhai traas paagay, 
Bhaee jeet meree, kirpa kaal teree. 34 
Ranang jeet aaiye, jayang geet gaaye, 
Dhandhaar barkhay, sabai soor harkhay. 35. 
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63. BACHITAR NATAK 

Rasaaval Chhand (31-35) 

When I felt the touch of the arrow, my wrath was kindled. 
I took up the bow in my hand and showered my arrows upon the enemy. 
The enemy advanced towards me, with a shower of arrows. Then I aimed 
an arrow and struck one of them dead. Hari Chand too fell at my hands 
and another prince called Karor and many chiefs fell dead, and others 
fled the field in panic, 

I won a decisive battle. O God, it was through your favour that I won. We 
sang the songs of victory. All my heroes were pleased and I rewarded 
them with much wealth. 
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64. 75*25 (HTO OTTO oft t3^t) >Kytft W 

Hdyo('64H¥mT^HT^| 

wife- gife- wgra^ fetra^t i 
^tesr fan w$ i 

WUUrg^W? WfelRII 

ft^^e^Qtl'dd fr^iiaii 

64. BACHITAR NATAK APNI KATHAA 
Chaupai 

Sarab-kaal sabh saadh ubaray, 
Dukh dai kai dokhee sabh maaray, 
Adbhut gut bhagtan dikhraaee, 
Sabh sankat te laye bachaaee. 1 . 
Sabh sankat te sant bachaae, 
Sabh kantak kantak jim ghaaye, 
Daas jaan mur karee sahaai. 
Aap hathh dai layo bachaai. 2 
Ab jo jo mai lakhay tamaasaa, 
So so karo tumai Ardaasaa. 
Jo prabh kirpaa kataachh dikhai hai, 
So tav daas uchaarat jai hai. 3. 
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64. BACHITAR NATAK 
Chaupai.(1-3) 

God saves all His Saints in all ages. And; He gives pain to and destroys 
all their detractors. The devotees are a witness to His miracles who 
keeps them safe from all harm. 

The Saints are ever protected from all harm : they who stand in their way 
are swept off like thorns. God protected me, too, taking me to be His 
Slave and gave me His Hand and became my refuge. O God, all the 
play that I have witnessed so far I have rendered upto you. All your 
Mercies and Miracles your servant has uttered before you. 3. 



147 



65. ■ftPtfTO VPfclH^ 1 1 



65. Khayal Patshahi Dasvoe 

Mitr piyaray noo haal mureedaa daa kahinaa. 
Tudh bin rog rajaaia daa odhan naag nivaasaa day rahinaa. 
Sool suraahi khanjar piyalaa bing kasaaiyaa daa sahinaa. 
Yararay daa saanoo sathar changaa bhathh kheriaa daa rahinaa 1 .6. 

(711) 
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65. Khayal (Shabad Hazare) 

Please tell the dear friend-the Lord-the plight of his disciples. 1 

Without you, the use of rich blankets is like a disease for us and the 
comfort of the house is like living with snakes. 

Our water-pitchers are like stakes of torture and our cups have edges 
like daggers. Your neglect is like what animals suffer when they face 
butchers. 

Our Beloved Lord "s straw-bed is more pleasing to us than living in costly 
f umace-like urban houses. 1 .6. (71 1 ) 



1 .This hymn is said to be composed by Guru Gobind Singh in the Machhiwara 
jungle in 1704. 
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66. -asra 

H oP^" HH t tJcTCr tEH^t ^?>t I \DD 1 1 

fa w^ft tenure IDt II 

66. Zafar Namah 

Bibaayad tu daanash parasti kuni, 
Ba kaaray shumaa cherah dasti kuni. 77. 
Chihaa shud ki choon bachgaa kushtah chaar. 
Ki bakee bimadast pechidah maar. 78 
Chi mardee ki akhgar khamoshaa kuni, 
Ki aatash damaaraa badauraa kuni. 79 
Chi khush guft Firdosiay khush zuba, 

Shitabee bavad kaar aahar mannaa. 80. (1392) 
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66. Zafar Namah*, 77-80 

You (Emperor Aurangzeb) use your wisdom and act quickly; 

Do reply to this letter as early as possible. 77. 

What did it matter if you killed my four sons? 1 

After all the hooded Cobra (like me) 2 is still living to punish you. 78. 

What manliness is it to extinguish some burning coal, 

When the raging fire is spreading in all directons ? 79. 

How beautifully the Persian poet (Firdausi) has summed it up : 

1 The evil-minded act quickly, thus hastening their doom.' 80. (1 392) 



* This means " Letter of Victory", written by Guru Gobind Singh and 
addressed to Aurangzeb. 

1 . Guru Gobind Singh's reference is to his four sons who died at the hands 
of Aurangzeb's army and agents, Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh died fighting 
against the Mughal army in the battle of Chamkaur, while Zorawar Singh 
and Fateh Singh were bricked alive by Wazir Khan, Governor of Sirhind 
in 1704. 

2. This is a reference of the remarks of one of the courtiers of Wazir Khan 
who advised the killing of the two infant-children of Guru Gobind Singh, 
comparing them to the off-spring of a cobra, 
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67. ^t^fa^UHlU 1 II 

t^j frr^ tffa fetr H¥ ^rawr 1 ^raRj ^ z3* 1 1 



67. Chandi Charitre Savaiya 

Deh Siva bar moh ihai, subh karman tay kabahoo na taroo. 
Na daroo ur soo jab jaah laroo, nischay kar apnee jeet karoo. 
Ar Sikh hoo apnay hi mun ko, ih laalach hau guna tau uchroo. 
Jab aav kee audh nidhaan banay, ut hi run mai tab joojh maroo, 231 
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SECTION IX 
SUPPLICATION 

67. Chandi Charitra Savaiya, 231 

Grant me this boon 1 , O Lord 2 , that I may never be deterred from doing 
good deeds. 

I should have no fear of the enemy, 

When I go to battle and turn victory to my side. Let one directive guide 
my mind exclusively, 

That I may ever be zealously singing Thy praises ; 

And when the time comes, I should die, fighting heroically on the field of 
battle 3 . (99) 



1 . This hymn was the favourite prayer of Guru Gobind Singh. 

2. The Guru uses the word Shiva for God. The Guru prays to the Almighty 
and not the Hindu deity bearing this name. 

3. Heroic death on the field of battle is the goal of Guru Gobind Singh and 
the Khalsa. 
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WB" 3" fW ft Ff^t cftf* 1 1 
f^^lWHfetT W^tftlRtfoo 1188^ II 



68. Savaiyaa Patshahi Dasvee 

Hay rav, hay sas, hay karnaa nidh, 

Meri abai binti sun leejai 

Aur na maangat hau turn te kachh, 

Chahat ho chit mai soee keejai. 

Shastran so at hee runn bheetar, 

Jhoojh maro tau saach pateejai, 

Sant sahaai sadaa jag maah, 

Kirpaa kar syam ihai bar deejai. 1 900/446 



154 



68. Savaiye Patshahi Dasvee Chandi Charitra 

Hear, O Merciful Lord ! the Light of all Lights. 
This be my only supplication : 
Let my mission be fulfilled ; 
Let my life be a sacrifice unto 

Righteousness is an action-packed battle-field of life culminating into a 
complete merger with Truth. 

O the Helper of the Saints and All Pervading, grace me with your Blessing. 
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69. otft^y'id t?^ 1 1 3utf 1 1 

^ ^[teu^ 1 1 

F^offtWHt o(dd'd« 113 II 



69. Kabio Baach Benti Chaupai 

Hamaree karo haath dai rachhaa, 
Pooran hoi chitt ki ichhaa. 
Tav charnan mun rahai hamaaraa, 
Apnaa jaan karo pritpaaraa. 1 . 
Humray dusht sabhai turn ghaavah, 
Aap hathh dai moh bachaavah, 
Sukhee basai moro parvaaraa, 
Sewak Sikh sabhai kartaaraa. 2. 
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69. Chaupai 

O God ! Protect me with Your helping hand, 

And fulfil all the desires of my mind. 

May my mind ever seek the shelter of your feet; 

O Lord ! cherish me as Your own. 1 . 

O God, knock off all my enemies, 

And preserve me with Your own hand. 

May all my family feel happy (with your blessing), 

Along with all my devotee-Sikhs and my followers. 2. 
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70. ^3s*dlQJl oft^'PdH'Jl Roll 



70. Vaar Bhagauti Ki. Patshahi Dasvee 
Pauri 

Pritham Bhagauti simarkay, Guru Nanak laee dhiaai. 
Angad Guru te Amardaas, Ramdaasay hoee sahaai. 
Arjan Hargobind no, simaro Sri Har Rai, 
Sri Har Krishan dhiaaeai, jis dithhai sabh dukh jaai 
Teg Bahaadur simareeai ghar nau-nidh aavai dhaai. 
Sabh thhaaee hoi sahaai. 1 . 
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70. Var Bhagauti Chandi-Di-Var 

First call on God, the All-powerful, 1 

and then call on Nanak, the Guru. 

And then on Angad, and Amardas, and Ramdas - 

May they ever protect us and be our refuge ! 

And, then, call on Guru Arjan, and on Har Gobind, and Sri Hari Rai, 

And, then, on Sri Har Krishan. 

seeing whom all our woes come to an end. 

And, then, call on Tegh Bahadur, the Guru, 

Who brings the nine treasures 1 hastening to our home. 

O God, be you ever with us wherever we be ! 



1. Nine Treasures refers to the traditional nine kinds of precious stones. 
Another interpretation is that the first nine gurus are the nine treasures. 
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